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Committee Reports 

Aquaculture & Fisheries 

Conference 

The 28th Annual Science Atlantic Aquaculture and Fisheries (A&F) Conference was held at Memorial 
University, March 9-11, 2018. 

For some years now, the A&F Committee has organized the conference in conjunction with the Biology 
Committee in a joint conference now called the Aquaculture & Fisheries and Biology Conference (AFB). 
Over the past few years there has been a joint meeting of the two committees and the relationship 
around this conference has grown, specifically due to conference organization. These meetings are 
helpful for discussing joint issues, share ideas, and find common ground. We encourage them to 
continue. 

The 28th A&F Conference was open to both undergraduate and post-graduate students. Two 
concurrent sessions were attended by many students, although, in general, it was recognized that 
attendance at conferences has declined in recent years. This may be due to a decline in available 
funding to send non-presenting students. St. John’s was very well attended owing to the ‘exotic’ 
location, the local community participation, and a concerted effort by both committees to provide 
student travel funding. As a committee, we are working diligently to increase student participation 
even if students are not presenting. 

Noticeably absent were student participants from several Universities (Table 1). This demonstrates the 
need for further work getting the word out to students and to find representatives at each institution. 
The A&F Committee needs to increase its efforts to inform institutions about this conference and with 
the leadership of the Science Atlantic Team. 

Table 1: Participant institutions and number of students. 

University # Presenting 

Acadia University 3 

Cape Breton University  

Dalhousie University 4 

Memorial University 10 

Mount Allison University  

Mount St. Vincent University  

Saint Francis Xavier University  

Saint Mary’s University 1 



Université de Moncton  

University of New Brunswick Fredericton 2 

University of New Brunswick Saint John 3 

University of Prince Edward Island 1 

Total 24 

 

Committee business 

Key discussion points at Aquaculture & Fisheries Committee meeting #47 March 9th, 2018.  

1. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held at Crandall University. 
 

2. Distribution of Awards and Travel 
There are year-to-year variations in conference attendance, sponsors (and funds), and 
requests for travel as well as variations in amounts of travel funds requested/required by 
students. It was decided to keep the current practice of attempting to help as many students 
as possible with travel, and to distribute awards (and travel fund sponsorship to CCFFR and 
AAC) on a committee-based decision basis to maintain flexibility. 
 

3. Committee Retirements and Replacements 
Jim Williams (StFX) has retired, and Cyr Couturier (MUN/MI) and Tim Fraser (St. Mary’s) are 
both stepping down from the A&F committee. Replacements include David Garbary, Jillian 
Westcott, and Anne Dalziel, respectively. Jillian will take over Secretarial duties. Trevor also 
expressed interest in stepping down as chair, but agreed with the efflux of so many long-time 
members to stay on for 1 additional year. The search for a replacement to occur within that 
year. 

 
4. Attendance, Registration 

Attendance was discussed. Apart from having few non-presenting students, it was discussed 
how to handle an increase in presenters. The decision was that until there is an actionable 
problem, that we continue with accommodating as many presenters as possible even if that 
means scheduling outside of the Biology/A&F model of concurrent sessions.  
 

Committee Membership 

Representative Institution Attendance (A&F) 

Trevor Avery Acadia (Chair) X 

Tim Frasier  St. Mary’s (Secretary) X 

Jim Duston Dal – Faculty of Agriculture  



Tillmann Benfey UNB – Fredericton   

TBD Cape Breton University  

Thierry Chopin UNB – St. John  

Cyr Couturier Marine Institute, Memorial University X 

Mark Fast UPEI  

TBD Dalhousie – Faculty of Science  

Matt Litvak Mount Allison University  

Matt Rise Memorial University of 

Newfoundland 

X 

Simon Lamarre Université de Moncton  

Kris Hunter St. Francis Xavier University  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Trevor Avery, Committee Chair 

Biology 

Conference 

AFB 2018 was held at Memorial University from March 9-11. Despite weather challenges, it was a very 

successful conference with strong attendance. We planned for roughly 100 attendees and the actual 

attendance was 115 (out of 129 registrants).  

There were had two keynote speakers during the conference. The Biology keynote speaker was Dr. 

Amanda Bates from Memorial University (Department of Ocean Sciences). Our Aquaculture and 

Fisheries keynote speaker was Dr. Brett Favaro from the School of Fisheries, Marine Institute, Memorial 

University.  

As MUN students (apart from those presenting) don’t typically attend Science Atlantic AFB conferences 

given the costs associated with traveling, we chose to provide as many local students as we could with 

the opportunity to attend, at no cost, by registering them as volunteers. We raised funds specifically to 

cover the registration fees of 20 student volunteers. Undergraduate student volunteers from the 

Department of Biology helped at the registration desk, served as moderators at the Biology oral 

presentation sessions, and assisted with various tasks before and during the conference. We felt it was 

important for the volunteers to participate in all aspects of the conference, which is why we covered 

their registration fees. 



Committee Business 

The Biology Committee’s regular fall business meeting and workshop were held on November 2nd and 3rd 

, 2018 at Crandall University. The meeting was attended by 14 individuals from 13 Atlantic Canada 

universities. Russell Easy (Acadia) is serving his first year as Chair of the committee and Bruce Hatcher 

(CBU) has offered his services as Vice Chair for 2018-20. Karen Crosby is the new representative from 

Mt. Allison and Kevin Vessey is the new representative from St. Mary’s University.  

AFB 2019 will be held at Crandall University, March 8-10, 2019. Future conference locations were also 

discussed, with Cape Breton University planned for 2020 and the 2021 meeting to be held at UPEI. We 

began the meeting by introducing new members followed by updates from Zhan Yang regarding 

planning for Science Atlantic 2019. All is in order for 2019 and Zhan will be providing updates as the 

event approaches.  

Heather Hunt reported on the activities of the subcommittee that was formed to discuss the value of 

hands-on experiences in undergraduate science education and other methods examining and/or 

promoting the value of these experiences. Potential topics for future fall workshops were also discussed.   

We had several very productive discussions during our Saturday workshop. Discussion topics included 

developing computer literacy and team teaching initiatives. For our fist discussion we identified two 

priorities: 1) what year should we introduce computer literacy training for University students and 2) 

what software packages should we focus on? Bruce Hatcher (Vice Chair) will prepare a document 

prioritizing computer skills that may benefit first year University students. Bruce will circulate this to the 

Science Atlantic biology committee who will then share with their respective departments.  

Our second topic of discussion on team teaching identified the mosaic of approaches that each 

University follows. It was necessary to define team teaching as separate from co-teaching. The action 

item resulting from these discussions is that Russell (Chair) will draft a document detailing the benefits 

of team teaching that will then be circulated to faculty members. This document will be prepared with 

input from each biology committee member including the approach used at their respective institutions.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russell Easy, Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 



Chemistry  

Conference  

Summary of 43rd Annual Science Atlantic/Chemical Institute of Canada (CIC) Student Chemistry 
Conference — more commonly known as ChemCon 2018,  7-9, June, 2018 Saint Mary’s University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia:  

1. Over 200 registered attendants (final budget balance allowing the return of the conference 
float) 

2. 110 oral and poster presentations from 12 participating institutions 
3. 38 student presenters were conference prize winners  
4. Keynote Speakers: John Warner, Founder and President of the Warner Babcock Institute for 

Green Chemistry, and Philip Jessop, professor of chemistry at Queen's University and Technical 
Director at GreenCentre Canada in support of the conference theme “Going Green” 

5. Sponsors for the conference beyond Science Atlantic and the host university included: Solid 
State Pharma, BioVectra, RE Group, CIC Maritime, CIC Newfoundland, Federation of Canada's 
Professional Chemists (FCPC), Nova Scotia's Chemists' Society (NSCS) and the CSC. The student 
Conference Chair Taylor Lynk, in cooperation with her faculty representative, (Kai Ylijoki), and 
the nine member conference organizing committee with the Science Atlantic conference 
support staff hosted an exceptionally well attended and well organized conference with the 
deep appreciation and thanks of the whole chemistry committee. 

ChemCon 2019 will be held at Acadia University, Wolfville, May 24-26th (Fri-Sun), 2019. Bobby Ellis will 
be the faculty representative in support of the student Conference Chair Alex Hebert and an organizing 
committee of seven students. 

Speaker tour 

The 2018-2019 Chemistry Tour Speakers are: Danielle Tokarz (SMU) speaking on “Advances in 
Nonlinear Optical Microscopy” at Acadia University, Mount Allison University and Cape Breton 
University and Aaron Kelly (Dal) speaking on “Photo-Induced Charge and Energy Transfer in Chemistry” 
at the University of Prince Edward Island and Memorial University (St. John’s). In recent years the 
Chemistry Tours have been organized by the Committee Chair and a seven year analysis of the 
institutions hosting a tour speaker have identified members that are past due for a visit which we hope 
will be remedied by the newly elected Tour Speaker Coordinator: Aaron Kelly (Dal). 

Committee Business  

1. The 2016 – 2018 term for the Committee Chair Matthias Bierenstiel (CBU) was completed at the 

spring committee meeting (SMU, June 8th) with the thanks of the Committee.  

2. Mel Schriver (Crandall) was elected as the 2018 – 2020 Committee Chair. 

3. The spring committee meeting discussed the renewal and reorganisation of the committee with 

instructions to the Chair to engage in dialogue with the Science Atlantic staff to clarify policy 

issues. 

4. The Committee agreed to increase support to ChemCon 2018 to sponsor a Women in Science and 

Engineering (WISE) lunch with a luncheon panel discussion. 

5. The fall committee meeting (virtual, by email, October 22 – 26) dealt with the routine business of 

the committee with reports from the Chair, Tour Speaker and student conferences all approved 

by the committee. 



6. The committee was presented with the information that the tour speaker program is 

underfunded and approved a motion to double the annual support to $1600. 

7. For several years the Committee has continued with a substantial, and inappropriate overage on 

the Science Atlantic Chemistry Holding Account largely due to balance returns from student 

conferences. Discussions by multiple committees over several years have not fully dealt with the 

overages in seeking solutions that were immediate, benefit to all the member institutions and 

honours the source of the funds. It was therefore approved, by unanimous vote of the Committee 

that, unless directed by the Chemistry Committee Chair, at the end of the current Science Atlantic 

fiscal year any funds in the Chemistry Committee Holding Account above the allowed balance be 

disbursed to the Science Atlantic General Operating account with a second motion establishing 

this as an ongoing policy to prevent holding account overages in the future. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mel Schriver, Committee Chair 

 

Computer Science 

Conference 

This year MSCS was held at Université de Moncton, October 9-10, 2018. 

Attendance (185 total): 

 Undergraduates: 121 

 Graduate students: 7 

 Faculty: 47 

 Volunteers: 10 

Invited Speakers: 

Sedgwick Lecture: Soumaya Cherkaoui (Université de Sherbrooke) – “A Connected World: Challenges 

and Opportunities in Overcoming the IoT Datastorm” 

Blundon Lecture: André Fortin (Université de Montréal) – “An Introduction to Mathematical Modeling: 

From Academic to Industrial Problems” 

Fields Lecture: François Perron (Université de Montréal) – “An Introduction to Mathematical Modeling: 

From Academic to Industrial Problems” 

The conference was sponsored by Science Atlantic, the Atlantic Association for Research in the 

Mathematical Sciences, and the Université de Moncton. 

The next conference will be held October 18-19, 2019, at Dalhousie University 

Committee Business 



At the joint Computer Science / Mathematics and Statistics meeting there was discussion about the 

extra expense that MUN has in sending delegates to the MSCS conference.  It was suggested that in 

the future conference organizers explicitly budget some funds for this, and communicate with MUN 

well in advance of the conference in order to help maximize MUN attendance. 

Jim Diamond (Acadia) was elected for his second term as chair of the CS committee.  Jacob Levman (St. 

F.X.) was elected to be secretary for another two years.  (Jacob has already served one year after taking 

over for the previous secretary, who discontinued his position after one year.)  Normally these 

elections are done in the spring, but for various technical and scheduling reasons the spring meeting 

did not happen this year 

The first order of business was a discussion about hosting the satellite programming competition of 

the Northeast North America (NENA) competition.  Top teams from the Atlantic Preliminary 

competition (held at the MSCS conference) are eligible for NENA, but in recent years we have held a 

satellite competition in Atlantic Canada to avoid the difficulty and expense of travelling to Rochester, 

New York.  However, there has been no long-term planning about which university will hold the 

competition, and it was posited that this decision should be made before the MSCS competition.  

However, it also makes sense for one of the advancing universities to hold the competition, and those 

universities are (of course) not known before the MSCS conference is held. 

There was also discussion about the computing environment for the Atlantic Preliminary programming 

competition, and how early this information should be promulgated to the competing universities.  The 

committee also discussed the selection of programming problems, as well as the competition system.  

This year, for the first time in recent memory, there was an active problem committee composed of 

people from four universities who made the effort of soliciting, selecting and preparing the problems 

for automatic judging by the competition system.  Their efforts seem to have paid off, in that during 

the competition there did not seem to be any of the usual minor (or relatively minor) glitches which 

frequently occur.  Further, there was not the usual last-minute scramble for problems.  In short, this 

(sub-) committee’s work was a major success. 

This year, five computer scientists were awarded their Science Atlantic five-year service pins: Norma 

Linney (SMU), Paul Muir (SMU), Vlado Keselj (Dal), Owen Kaser (UNBSJ), Pawan Lingras (SMU) and Eric 

Hervet (UdeM).  Ilya Blum (Mount St. Vincent professor emeritus) gained membership to the Science 

Atlantic Hall of Fame by receiving the Outstanding Contributing Member award. 

At the 2017 fall meeting the CS committee discussed the issue of trying to increase collaboration 

among Atlantic universities.  I am happy to report there was a start in that direction, but we hope to 

be able to gather momentum in the near future. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Diamond, CommitteeChair 

 

 

 



Earth Science 

AUGC 2017 in Newfoundland 

The 67th annual AUGC (Atlantic Universities Geoscience Conference) was held at Memorial University, 

hosted by the Alexander Murray Geology Club on 26-28 October 2017. After registration Thursday a social 

evening on George St. allowed the members of the various universities to meet. The next morning 

attendees went on field trips to Mistaken Point and to Epithermal Gold Deposits in Holyrood. The CSEG 

(Canadian Society of Exploration Geophysicists) Challenge Bowl ran in the University Centre, with teams 

from each university participating. Screech-ins (with pizza) ran along-side the Challenge Bowl. There was 

also a short course and core workshop at the Canada Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum 

Board (CNLOPB) led by representatives of local industry. 

On the Saturday morning, students presented their research in talks and on posters at the Bruneau Center 

for Innovation. In the evening there was the closing banquet at the St. John’s Convention Center, where 

John Jamieson (MUN, proud to have been rejected as a Canadian astronaut applicant) regaled attendees 

with advice about how to succeed 

AUGC 2018 Dalhousie University 

 

AUGC 2018 will be hosted by Dalhousie University and the Dawson Geology Club from November 1st- 

3rd.  

Committee Business 

1. AUGC student organizers should receive academic credit 
There was a recommendation from the Chair of the Earth Sciences Committee (Professor Grant 
Wach) that the student organizers receive academic credit for their efforts and commitment in 
organizing the conference. Professor Wach noted that during his lecture tour of departments in 
Europe the student chapter organizers at Delft University in the Netherlands, received academic 
relief for the year they were chapter presidents.  
 
This proposal resulted in some debate amongst the Earth Science’s departments and at the time 
of writing this report in 2018 did not appear resolved. There were mixed responses from 
departments. Arguments against included “how do we determine who the prime organizers are 
to give credit”; “the students understand the workload”. The Chair still feels that there should be 
academic relief, or credit for the main students involved in the conference. Each year there are 1-
2 students that carry the brunt of the workload. For 2018 one of the student organizers reported 
to the Committee Chair that they had to drop a course because of the demands of organizing the 
conference. It is usually the best students that organize the conference and they should not suffer 
academically for their efforts. 
 

2. Faculty Mentors 
It is also recognized that the most successful AUGC meetings have a strong faculty mentor to guide 
the students in their organizational efforts.  
 



3. Science Atlantic Conference in a Box 
Conference in a Box, designed by Science Atlantic, is being used more by conference organizers 
and it is helping particularly with registration and payments. 
 

4. Conference Template 
It was observed that a conference template would help student organizers that always seem to 
start fresh each year. Previous years’ conference organizers have often graduated and there is 
not a history of conference organization to draw on. If a conference template could be filed with 
Science Atlantic, including a schedule of tasks, sample budget, recommended deadlines, potential 
sponsors and sources of funding; it would assist new student organizers and Faculty Advisors as 
they prepare the AUGC conferences. This template could also be adapted for other Science 
Atlantic disciplines and their conferences. 
 

5. Increasing the Science Atlantic Holding Account 
The MUN student organizers were very successful in their fund-raising efforts and generated a 
surplus. It was suggested by the Chair of the Earth Science Committee that the surplus be used to 
help defray costs for MUN students to attend the Atlantic Geoscience Colloquium in Truro, Nova 
Scotia in February 2018. There was discussion by Professors Rob Raeside (Acadia), Alison Leitch 
(MUN) with Lois Whitehead (Science Atlantic). In brief- AUGC runs on its constitution as a Science 
Atlantic conference, so any surplus funds need to be returned to Science Atlantic-Central to be 
deposited in the "holding account" to a maximum of $7000. 
 

There is a suggestion to grow the AUGC fund each year that AUGC is held on the mainland to 
create a nest egg when the conference is at MUN, with the expectation that it would be spent 
down at the MUN AUGC, and the cycle of creating a surplus would start again. 
 
For this to become a practice there would need to be a formal request from the Science Atlantic 
Earth Science Committee to set up the Holding Account this way.  Then, the Board would 
document this change in practice to explain the cyclical increase for our auditors. At the time of 
this report (October 19th 2018 this has not been resolved and as the Chair understands this will 
first require a motion from the AUGC student chapter presidents). 
 

6. Membership 
 
Grant Wach indicated at the committee meeting at the AGS Colloquium in Truro, Nova Scotia, 
that is term as Chair had expired and a new Chair should be appointed.  
 
The Earth Sciences Committee of Science Atlantic met Saturday February 3rd, 2018, at the Atlantic 
Geoscience Society (AGS) Colloquium in Truro, Nova Scotia. The items in the above report were 
discussed. 
 
The next meeting of the Earth Sciences committee will be Saturday February 9th, 2019, at the 
Atlantic Geoscience Society Colloquium in Fredericton, New Brunswick. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Grant Wach, Committee Chair 

 



Mathematics and Statistics  

Conference 

The 2018 Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science Conference was held October 12-14, 2018, at 

the Université de Moncton. There were 185 registrants, comprising 47 faculty, 7 graduate students, 

121 undergraduates and 10 volunteers. The conference featured three invited talks: 

• Sedgwick Lecture (Computer Science): Soumaya Cherkaoui (Université de Sherbrooke), “A 

Connected World : Challenges and Opportunities in overcoming the IoT Datastorm” 

• Blundon Lecture (Mathematics): André Fortin (Université Laval), “An introduction to 

Mathematical Modelling: From Academic to Industrial Problems”. 

• Fields Lecture (Statistics): François Perron (Université de Montréal), “Bayesian Statistics in 

Theory and in Practice” 

 

Additionally, there were 14 contributed student talks in Mathematics and Statistics (9 in Mathematics, 

5 in Statistics) and 8 contributed student talks in Computer Science.  The mathematics competition was 

closely-contested this year, with only a few points separating the top two teams.  

The conference was sponsored by Science Atlantic, the Université de Moncton and the Atlantic 

Association for Research in the Mathematical Sciences (AARMS).  The AARMS Workshop, held on 

October 14, was on Monte Carlo Markov chain approaches and Multiple Taxicab correspondence 

analysis. 

The next MSCS conference will be held in October 2019 at Dalhousie University. 

Committee Business 

At the joint Mathematics and Statistics/Computer Science Committee Meeting, there was discussion 

on travel support for student attendees from Memorial, given the higher cost of attending compared 

with that of participants from the Maritimes.  It was suggested that future conference organizers 

include money in the budget to be used for this purpose.  

In last year’s report, the Mathematics and Statistics committee reported planned support of a 

workshop on teaching methods in introductory mathematics courses.  The committee contributed 

$400 to the Calculus Instruction in Canada Conference, held at Acadia University in May; other 

sponsors included AARMS, Nelson Publishing and Acadia University.  At the October meeting, the 

committee heard a report on this workshop from co-organizers Caroline Cochran (Acadia) and Danielle 

Cox (MSVU), and agreed to again contribute $400 to sponsor next year’s workshop, which will be held 

at Mount Saint Vincent University on May 24-25, 2019.  The theme is to be Bridging the Gap: High 

School and University Mathematics, and the workshop is expected to include both university faculty 

members and high school teachers. 

Four Science Atlantic service pins were awarded in Mathematics/Statistics: Mohammad Hamdan 

(UNBSJ), Mikhail Kotchetov (MUN), Scott Rodney (CBU) and Yevgeniy Vasilyev (Grenfell). 

Respectfully submitted,  

Andrea Burgess, Committee Chair 



Nutrition and Foods  

The Science Atlantic (SA) Nutrition and Foods Committee (formerly SA Nutrition Committee) was formally 

organized in June, 2016 and we are still very much in the early stages of getting oriented in our new roles. 

Conference 

Planning for the Inaugural Nutrition and Foods Conference of Science Atlantic is currently on the way. 

• Conference location: Mount Saint Vincent University (MSVU) 

• Conference Chair, Dr. Shannan Grant (MSVU) 

• Conference date: February 28 - March 1, 2019 
 

Committee business 

Membership: 

• Matthew McSweeney, Acadia University 

• Vasantha Rupasinghe, Dalhousie University 

• Sukhinder Cheema, Memorial University 

• Shannan Grant, Mount Saint Vincent University (MSVU) 

• Marcia English, Saint Francis Xavier University (Chair) 

• Carole Tranchant, Université de Moncton 

• Kathy Gottschall-Pass, University of Prince Edward Island 

• Edward Barre, Cape Breton University (CBU) 

• Bohdan Luhovyy, Mount Saint Vincent University 
 

Members of the Nutrition and Foods Committee met on several occasions by teleconference during 

2017-2018: to plan for our first student conference. During this process, two students: Ksenia Kholina 

(Graduate) & Alyssa Teed (Undergraduate) were selected to sit on the committee. Members are also 

actively exploring different funding opportunities.  To date, donations have been received from Deans 

at CBU and MSVU. In addition, a successful SSHRC Exchange Grant award was received. The application 

was submitted by Dr. Grant on behalf of the Nutrition and Foods Committee to request $2,500 to help 

pay for the conference expenses.  

Several conference sub-committees have been formed: 

• Abstract reviews: Sukhinder, Carole, Ed, and Vasantha volunteered. 

• Awards committee: Bohdan and Marcia 

• Industry sponsor committee: Matt, Bohdan, Ed, and Carole. 

 

On September 19, 2018, Members of the Committee voted to change the name of the committee from 

the ‘Nutrition Committee’ to the ‘Nutrition and Foods Committee’). This change was approve by the Board 

October 26, 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcia English, Committee Chair 



Psychology 

Conference 
Dalhousie University hosted the 42nd Annual Science Atlantic Psychology Conference May 8th-9th. 47 

students were scheduled to give oral presentations and 66 students were scheduled to present posters. 

In addition, a total of 14 faculty also attended. The conference began with a Faculty Representatives 

meeting at 5:30 pm and a pizza social. There were 5 graduate program presentations, with graduate 

student presenters and faculty from Dalhousie Psychology & Neuroscience, Physiology & Biophysics, 

Psychiatry, and the School of Communication Sciences & Disorders. This was followed by group 

trivia.The next conference will be hosted by Mount Allison University, Sackville, NB; May 6 & 7, 2019. 

The next morning started with opening remarks by the Assistant Dean of Science, Dr. Sandy Walde, 

followed by a keynote speech by magician Michael James and Science Atlantic student alumnus, Colin 

McCormick. They did a collaborative presentation on the science of magic. This was followed by three 

posters sessions, and two oral presentation sessions. The evening concluded with a banquet and 

presentation of student awards. We were pleased with sponsorships received from publishers, both 

McGraw-Hill and Nelson were generous and also helped out with iPads for faculty judging on the 9th. 

Also, a number of professional associations, in particular APNS, made generous donations.  

There were a number of challenges in preparing for this conference, the organizers found Dalhousie 

University Conference Services very difficult to work with because of incorrect cost estimates, late 

confirmation of spaces, removal of reserved rooms in residence, and last minute conference room 

changes. Space availability was compounded by the 200th anniversary celebrations. Another issue was 

judging, since there were some faculty that were unable to attend. The organizers recruited help from 

Dalhousie faculty, but this was a bit hectic to organize. The electronic forms used for judging were a 

good idea, but this definitely needs revising in order to ensure user-friendliness. We recommend using 

electronic submission, but perhaps a Google spreadsheet would be a better option than the electronic 

survey that we employed. 

The printing costs for the program were large, and likely not necessary since the program was available 

electronically via the website as well as the QR code on attendees name tags. Lastly, the late deadline 

for registration (May 9th) was a hassle since it meant that final(ish) numbers were never known. It 

would be preferable to have an earlier cut-off, and deal with last minute additions on a case-by-case 

basis. 

Committee Business 

In May 2018, Jennifer Stamp finished her term as Committee Chair which was filled by Pierre Cormier, 
UdeM. The committee continues to discuss the use of the overflow holding account funds to help 
support MUN student travel.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pierre Cormier, Committee Chair 
Jennifer Stamp, Past Committee Chair 



Physics and Astronomy  

Conference 

AUPAC 2018, was held at the University of New Brunswick in Fredericton February 2–4. Dr. Igor 
Mastikhin was the faculty liaison to the student organizing committee chaired by Seshu Iyengar. The 
attendance was approximately 88 people, including students, faculty, grad fair attendees, and invited 
speakers. This was the first time in four years that a session/event specifically geared towards Women 
in Physics was inexplicably NOT held. Instead there was a Physics Education Panel, and it was well 
attended and a success. Conference organizers should, however, be encouraged to hold a dedicated 
Women in Physics session at every conference in the future. Invited speakers were: 

• K. Nason from the Royal Astronomical Society spoke about “The Joys of Amateur Astronomy,” 

• Dr. B. Newling from UNB spoke on “A Field Guide to MRI of Materials,” 

• Dr. M. Steinitz from St. FX spoke about “The Ethics of Scientific Publishing,” 

• Dr. S. Seahra presented “Einstein’s Ripples: Our new way of listening to the universe with 
waves of gravity,” 

• Dr. K. Spekkens spoke on “Cold Dark Matter and the Structure of Nearby Galaxies.” 
The student organizers included numerous recommendations in their final report, but many of the 
problems they encountered could have been avoided with better communication and if they had paid 
more attention to conference in a box along with lessons learned from the decades of previous AUPAC 
conferences. They attempted to do too much on their own, and then complained about not having 
help. Unfortunately no financial information was included in their final report. The next conference 
will be held from 1–3 February 2019 at Acadia University in Wolfville. 

Speaker Tour 

We had four different speakers present in March 2018 at eight institutions, including one joint 
presentation. We had Dr. J. Cami from the University of Western Ontario presenting on “The Search 
for Life in the Universe” at UNB, Dalhousie/SMU, St. Francis Xavier, and Mount Allison; Dr. M. Steinitz 
from St. FX presented on “The Mechanics of Scientific Publishing, Peer Review, and Ethics in Publishing” 
at Acadia; Dr. G. Luke from McMaster presented on “Exotic Probes and Extreme Conditions Reveal 
New States of Quantum Matter” at Memorial and Moncton; and Dr. C. Boudoux from Polytechnique 
Montreal presented on “Light at Heart—fibre optics from laboratory to market” at UPEI. The lecture 
tour for 2019 is currently in the planning stages. Dr. T. Monchensky from Dalhousie is the coordinator. 

Committee business 

The executive membership of the committee is Dr. David Hornidge (MTA), president, Dr. Douglas Dahn 
(UPEI), secretary, and Dr. Ted Monchensky (Dal), tour coordinator. Regarding our holding account, UNB 
was given $2500 in December 2017 for a float to finance AUPAC expenses, and it was repaid in April of 
2018. Then in May 2018 Acadia also withdrew $2500 for an AUPAC float, with the understanding it 
would be repaid after AUPAC 2019. Note that the float for AUPAC 2018 was the first time since the 
holding accounts were instituted that a float was requested. If at all possible, future AUPACs should 
try to get by without requesting such a float. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Hornidge, Committee Chair 



Special Committee Reports 

Hall of Fame  

Committee Business 

Please accept the following as the 2018 report of the Hall of Fame Committee. The Hall of Fame 

Committee for 2018 consisted of Dr. Robert Dawson (St. Mary’s University), Dr. Ruth Shaw (University 

of New Brunswick, Saint John), Dr. Marcia English (St. Francis Xavier University), Dr. Robert Hawkes 

(Hall of Fame, Outstanding Member) and myself. The Committee discussed nominees for the 

Outstanding Contributing Member category. No nominations were received for the Outstanding 

Member, Outstanding Alumnae/Alumnus and Volunteer Service Award designations.        

The Committee unanimously recommended that Dr. Ilya Blum be awarded the “Outstanding 

Contributing Member” designation.  

Dr. Ilya Blum, currently Professor Emeritus at Mount Saint Vincent University, served as his institution’s 

representative on the Science Atlantic (formerly APICS) Computer Science committee for over 15 years. 

During his tenure, he graciously organized and hosted the annual Spring Meeting and Teleconference, 

ensuring everyone could participate. He very capably served in the role of secretary from 1998 

(possibly earlier) to 2002. He also served on the nominations committee in 2000/01, 2005/06 and 

2015/16. He stepped in as acting Chair for the 2010 Spring meeting. Ilya helped bring consistency to 

the meetings, even when institutional representatives were coming and going. His soft spoken and 

welcoming manner helped keep the meetings running calmly and smoothly. He could always be 

counted on to help with the organization of the annual conferences, drafting volunteers for committee 

positions, and ensuring the Spring meetings occurred without issues. In summary, Ilya has proven 

himself to be a selfless promoter of science.  The Hall of Fame Committee believes Dr. Monson 

deserves to be recognized as an “Outstanding Contributing Member” to Science Atlantic. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth B. Kent, Committee Chair 

Experiential Learning 

The Experiential Learning sub-committee, which is made up of people from biology and psychology 

(Heather Hunt, Jennifer Stamp, Leanne Stevens, Kevin Shaughnessy, Angela Birt, Lois Murray) has had 

several meetings and is working on developing a survey to understand the value of labs and hands-on 

experiences. The sub-committee has a draft list of questions and are working on finalizing them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Heather Hunt 



Psychology Article Bank 

TITLE: Making Science Accessible: Strategies to Enhance Science Literacy 

AFFILIATION: Department of Psychology & Neuroscience, Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS 

(jastamp@dal.ca) 

ABSTRACT: One challenge in teaching critical thinking in scientific literacy to undergraduates is that the 

source literature makes for intimidating reading. It’s typically complex, dense, and full of unfamiliar 

jargon. Students often turn to headlines or websites for information, which often provide oversimplified 

or erroneous explanations.  We have implemented two strategies to tackle this in first year psychology 

& neuroscience. First, is the Accessible Research Article Database (ARAD) a collection of easy-to-

understand, primary research articles suitable for undergraduate teaching. Contributions were collected 

from course instructors based upon two criteria: 1) article is relatively short and 2) contributor deems it 

to be accessible to an undergraduate science student. Then novice science students evaluate the articles 

for difficulty, identify jargon, and record reading time.  To date, there are over 110 evaluated articles for 

Psychology and Neuroscience, and expanding into other scientific disciplines (Biology and Physics). The 

second approach is the creation of resources to support understanding of these ARAD articles by 

providing an alternative visual representation of elements of the study. To date, we’ve created 12 

infographics focusing mainly on the methods and results sections for these research studies.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Stamp 
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