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Committee Reports 

Aquaculture & Fisheries 

No report. 

Biology 

Conference 

The Biology Committee of Science Atlantic met on March 10, 2017 for our regular business meeting 
that takes place on the evening at the start of the joint Biology and Aquaculture & Fisheries conference.  

The 2017 joint Biology & Aquaculture and Fisheries conference was held at St. Francis Xavier University 
from March 10-12, 2017. Attendance was excellent. A total of 171 people were in attendance for the 
two conferences combined. One reason for the high attendance was likely location. For example, the 
number of students attending from CBU was higher than in other years, due to the closer proximity. 
Atlantic universities were very well represented; faculty and staff came from 14 of 16 universities and 
students from 13 institutions. There were 43 students (22 for biology) giving oral presentations, and 
43 students giving posters for biology. There were two keynote speakers. The Biology keynote speaker 
was Dr. Ken Lukowiak from the Hotchkiss Brain Institute at the University of Calgary. His talk was 
entitled “How ecologically relevant stressors alter adaptive behaviours in the fresh water pond snail 
Lymnaea”. The keynote for Aquaculture & Fisheries was Dr. Bruce Hancock from the Nova Scotia 
Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture. His talk was entitled “Sustainable Aquaculture: The way 
forward for Nova Scotia”. 

Conference registration was done using Google Forms and Science Atlantic’s PayPal account, which 
worked well. Total revenues were $21,055 with expenditures of $19,564.62 for a positive balance of 
$1490.38. Sponsors were: St. FX Dean of Science and Office of Graduate Studies and Research, 
Canadian Science Publishing, and the Canadian Botanical Association.  

Award Winners 

List of the 2017 Science Atlantic Biology Conference Award Recipients: 
Science Atlantic Undergraduate Research Award  
Oral, First Place: Kira Moore, Dalhousie University 
Oral, Second Place, Emily Evans, Acadia University 
Oral, Third Place (tie), Rowan Murphy, St. Francis Xavier University 
Oral, Third Place (tie), Kaitlin Burek, Dalhousie University 
 
Poster, First Place, Yayra Gbotsyo, Saint Mary’s University 
Poster, Second Place, Isabelle Jubinville, Dalhousie University 
Poster, Third Place, Adam Palayew, Mount Allison University 
 
Science Atlantic Communication Award, sponsored by Canadian Science Publishing 
Oral Presentation Justine Trask, Cape Breton University 
Poster Melanie Campbell, Cape Breton University 
Botany Award, sponsored by the Canadian Botanical Association 
Oral Presentation, Emily Evans, Acadia University 



Poster Presentation, Adam Palayew, Mount Allison University 
 

Committee Meeting 

The Biology Committee’s regular fall business meeting and workshop were held November 3 and 4, 
2017 at UNB Saint John, and were attended by 12 committee members.  Heather Hunt (UNB Saint 
John) is serving her second year as Chair of the committee. Cory Bishop (StFX) has rejoined the 
committee and Bruce Hatcher is the new representative for CBU. Russell Easy joined the committee as 
the representative for Acadia in March 2017. At the Friday evening meeting, the committee discussed 
plans for the next conference. The next joint Biology and Aquaculture & Fisheries conference will be 
held at MUN, March 9-11, 2018. Future conference locations were also discussed, with Crandall 
University planned for 2019 and the 2020 meeting likely to be held at UPEI or CBU. Heather provided 
an update on Science Atlantic, including the upcoming AGM and strategic planning discussion. A 
subcommittee has been formed that will develop plans for a survey related to the value of labs and 
hands-on experiences (the topic of last year’s fall workshop), and discuss other methods examining 
and/or promoting the value of these experiences. Potential topics for future fall workshops were also 
discussed. At the request of Larry Hale, due to debate currently occurring at UPEI about a potential 
change in requirements, the committee discussed which institutions require high school biology as a 
prerequisite for first year university biology. This led to a discussion of the variation in the level of 
preparedness of first year students for science courses.  

At the Saturday workshop, Alyre Chiasson (UMoncton) gave a presentation on his recent experience 
of teaching first year biology (to education students) using a flipped classroom approach, and the 
software he used to facilitate this. This was followed by discussion about the development of activities 
to use in a flipped classroom or a partially flipped class rooms, as well as other teaching issues.  

Members in attendance or by video link: 

Acadia University Russell Easy 

Dalhousie Microbiology and Immunology Lois Murray 

Memorial University Suzanne Dufour 

Mount Allison University Magi Beaton 

Mount Saint Vincent University Kevin Shaughnessy 

Saint Mary’s University Colleen Barber 

St. Francis Xavier University Cory Bishop 

UPEI Larry Hale 

Université de Moncton Alyre Chiasson 

Crandall University Zhan Yang 

UNB Fredericton  Cheryl Patten 

UNB Saint John Heather Hunt 

Respectfully submitted,  
Heather Hunt, Committee Chair 

Chemistry 

No report. 



Computer Science 

Conference and Award Winners 

The annual Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science Joint Conference was held at University of 
New Brunswick (Fredericton), October 13-14, 2017.  In addition to the programming competition, 
there were 15 contributed research talks. 

There were three invited speakers: 
a. Blundon Lecture: Dr. Niky Kamran, McGill University 
b. Sedgwick Lecture: Dr. David Flatla, University of Dundee 
c. Field Lecture: Dr. Amy Wu, York University 

Award winners 

Programming Competition: 19 teams of three students each competed; the following teams moved on 
to compete at the Northeast North America programming competition: 

  First: Xu Chen, Peter Lee, Robin Messinger (Dalhousie University) 
 Second: Olivier Bourgeois, James Black, Lucas Wood (Mount Alison University) 

  Third: Vlad Marica, Marco Merlini, Caleb Reath (University of New Brunswick (F)) 
  Fourth: James Hally, Troy Peng, Tao Yang (Acadia University) 
 

Computer Science Research Award: 
 First: Anna Luise Frankfurt (University of Prince Edward Island) 
 Second: Nathaniel Brewer (University of New Brunswick (F)) 
 Third: Patricia Kibenge (University of Prince Edward Island) 
 
Computer Science Communication Award: 
 Manasi Shah (University of New Brunswick) 

Sponsors 

The conference was sponsored by Science Atlantic, the Atlantic Association for Research in the 
Mathematical Sciences, ACENET and University of New Brunswick, Fredericton. 

Next Conference 

The next conference will be held October 12-13, 2018, at Université de Moncton. 

 

 

 

Committee Business 

A major decision of the joint Computer Science / Mathematics and Statistics meeting was that we 
would not run next year’s conference as part of STEMFest in Halifax.  Doing so would have required 
the programming competition to be held in advance of the conference (with associated concerns about 



this affecting the number of CS undergrads attending the conference) as well as the extra costs incurred 
by holding the conference at the Metro Halifax convention centre. 

At the fall CS committee meeting Jacob Levman (StFX) took over the duties of secretary after Laurence 
Yang (also StFX) stepped down.  In preparation for the 2018 spring meeting, Scott Bateman launched 
a pre-emptive strike by nominating Jim Diamond for a second term as chair. 

The committee voted to allow IDEs in the programming competition because of their use at the world 
championships and their recent adoption at the NENA competition.  Scott Bateman reported on his 
experience with the use of Kattis for the competition, as opposed to the “traditional” PC^2 software.  
The committee decided it would be up to the competition director to choose the software, but the 
general sentiment seemed to be in favour of using Kattis as long as it remains free and the Kattis people 
are able and willing to support us. 

To somewhat ease the life of future conference organizers, a motion was passed that there would 
henceforth be a problem committee formed by a representative of the previous conference’s 
university, the immediately upcoming conference’s university, and the following year conference’s 
university.  It was also agreed that other interested parties would be allowed to join this committee.  
It is hoped that the formation of this committee will reduce or eliminate the last-minute submission of 
problems to the conference director, which has been a perennial problem. 

There was some discussion, led by Jalal Almhana, about increasing the collaborative research 
possibilities among faculty at Atlantic universities.  Cezar Campeanu mentioned a conference at the 
end of July at UPEI which could prove to be a good venue for collaboration. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jim Diamond, Chair 
 

  



Earth Science 

AUGC (Atlantic Universities Geoscience Conference) Background 

The Atlantic Universities Geoscience Conference (AUGC) was inaugurated in 1950 at Dalhousie 
University. This student organized conference is the oldest geologic Conference in Canada, with the 
exception of the Geological Association of Canada. All universities in Atlantic Canada that have a 
geology department are members of the AUGC, the Fletcher Geology Club from Acadia 
University, Alexander Murray Geology Club from Memorial University, Dawson Geology Club from 
Dalhousie University, Faribault Geologic Society from St. Francis Xavier University, Bailey Geologic 
Society from the University of New Brunswick and  the D. Hope-Simpson Geology Club from St. Mary's 
University.   

AUGC members send undergraduate student representatives to present their research in competition 
with their colleagues from Atlantic Canada. The conference allows undergraduate students interested 
in the earth sciences to come together and forge new friendships with other earth science students. 
The AUGC also provides students a chance to see the local geology of the host university with several 
day long field trips. 

Conference and Award Winners 

The 67th annual AUGC was held at Memorial University, hosted by the Alexander Murray Geology Club 
on 26-28 October, 2017. After registration Thursday a social evening on George St. allowed the 
members of the various universities to meet. The participants met at 7:30 on Friday morning for field 
trips to Mistaken Point and to Epithermal Gold Deposits in Holyrood. Weather cooperated with reports 
of t-shirts at Mistaken Point (surely a rare event any time of year!). The CSEG (Canadian Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists) Challenge Bowl ran in the University Centre, with teams from each 
university participating. Screech-ins (with pizza) ran along-side the Challenge Bowl. There was also a 
short course and core workshop at the Canada Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board 
(CNLOPB) led by representatives of local industry. 

On Saturday morning, students presented their research in talks and on posters at the Bruneau Center 
for Innovation. In the evening there was the closing banquet at the St. John’s Convention Center, where 
John Jamieson (MUN, proud to have been rejected as a Canadian astronaut applicant) regaled 
attendees with advice about how to succeed. 

AUGC will be hosted by Dalhousie University in 2018 during the 200th anniversary of Dalhousie. 

  

http://ees.acadiau.ca/
http://www.esd.mun.ca/~murray/
http://earthsciences.dal.ca/dawson/index.html
http://www.stfx.ca/academic/earth-sciences/FaribaultClub.html
http://www.unb.ca/geology/Bindex.htm
http://www.unb.ca/geology/Bindex.htm


The 2017 award winners are: 

Science Atlantic Best Paper Award: Ariel Greenblat, Dalhousie University. A high resolution record 
of sediment deposition in the Gulf of Aqaba during the last ~1000 years.  
Imperial Oil Best Poster Award: Mariah Williams, St. Mary's University. Discriminating multiple 
mineralization events of the diatremeassociated Cu-Mo-W-Au occurences at the Revenue Deposit, 
Dawson Range, Yukon Territory, Canada.  
Frank Shea Award for best paper in Economic Geology: Kate Woods, Dalhousie University. An 
experimental study of the effect of water on chromite saturation in komatiites. 
CSPG Award for best presentation of a petroleum geology-related paper: Max Chipman, Acadia 
University. The Bountiful Coprolites of the Joggins Formation. 
CSEG Award for best presentation of a geophysics-related paper: Joey Pittman, Memorial 
University. A geophysical characterization of a Bog in Gullbridge, Newfoundland.  
AGS Environmental Geoscience Award: Kirklyn Davidson, Acadia University. Spatiotemporal 
assessment of metal concentrations of pre-effluent estuarine sediments in a freshwater kraft pulp 
mill tailings pond using paleolimnological methods. 

Committee Business 

1) There was a recommendation from the Chair of the Earth Sciences Committee that the student 
organizers receive academic credit for their efforts and commitment in organizing the conference. 
This resulted in some debate and at the time of writing this report did not appear resolved. 
 

2) The Murray Geology student organizers were very successful in their fundraising efforts and 
generated a surplus. It was suggested by the Chair of the Earth Science Committee that the surplus 
be used to help defray costs for MUN students to attend the Atlantic Geoscience Colloquium in 
Truro, Nova Scotia in February 2018. There was discussion by Professors Rob Raeside (Acadia), 
Alison Leitch (MUN) and Lois Whitehead (Science Atlantic). In brief, AUGC runs on its constitution 
as a Science Atlantic conference, so any surplus funds need to be returned to Science Atlantic-
Central to be deposited in the "holding account". That can rise to $5,000. There is a suggestion to 
grow the AUGC fund each year that AUGC is held on the mainland to create a nest egg when the 
conference is at MUN, with the expectation that it would be spent down at the MUN AUGC and 
the cycle would start again.  For this to become a practice there would need to be a formal request 
from the Science Atlantic Earth Science Committee to set up the Holding Account this way.  Then, 
the Board would document this change in practice to explain the cyclical increase for our 
auditors.  The $5,000 cap will be reviewed in the coming months based on feedback from some 
of the committees. 

The next meeting of the Earth Science Committee will be February 2018, at the Atlantic Geoscience 
Society Colloquium in Truro, Nova Scotia. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Grant Wach, Chair 

Environment 

Conference 



The 2017 Environment Conference was a great success and credit goes to Michelle Gray and her team 
at the University of New Brunswick, Fredericton. The conference was very well planned and well 
attended. The conference was held from March 3-5, 2017.  

The conference started with the First Nations Blanket exercise. This exercise was an interactive learning 
exercise that taught the Indigenous rights history. It was so emotional to the participants. On Saturday 
morning, the conference started with Great Minds Think Outside - despite it was too cold, several 
delegates participated, including me. This was to feed into creativity and grow environmental 
stewardship through innovative outdoor learning. It was combined with the team building exercise, 
collaboration, consultation exercises, which gave a boost to the conference overall.  

There were 12 graduate student presentations and 19 undergraduate student presentations. UNB 
Fredericton dominated with 14 presentations over all. The other participants were from Dalhousie-4; 
Acadia-1; MUN-3; StFX-4; Mount A-2; CBU-1. The presentations were of top quality.  

The Saturday night event at the Caribbean Flavas at the Grimross Brewing Company was enjoyed by 
all. At this time, the Science Atlantic Service Pins were presented.  

Next Conference 

The 2018 Environment conference is planned to be held at Mount Allison University, Sackville, New 
Brunswick.  

Meetings 

The Committee met virtually on December 2, 2016 and discussed activities relating to Science Atlantic, 
conference arrangements, student awards, budget, poster and oral presentation marking schemes, 
issues relating to teaching environmental science labs, promoting environmental sciences, inter-
institutional collaborations for a one-term study for students in environmental sciences, inter-
institutional course recognition in environmental sciences, environmental sciences internships, and the 
issues and concerns to be taken to the Science Atlantic board.  

The Committee met on March 5, 2017, post-conference at UNB. The agenda included discussions 
relating to conference updates, future conferences for 2018, 2019 and 2020, student awards, budget, 
inter-institutional collaborations, environmental sciences internships, and promoting environmental 
sciences leadership. There was unanimous agreement that the 2018 Environment conference be held 
at Mount Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Raj Lada, Chair 

  



Mathematics & Statistics 

Conference 

Science Atlantic enjoyed a successful joint meeting between the Mathematics & Statistics Committee 
and the Computer Science Committee.  University of New Brunswick, Fredericton hosted the event on 
October 13-15 with 201 students and faculty attending from institutions across Atlantic Canada. The 
conference featured 40 students who presented their research in the form of contributing talks which 
included: 

• 20 mathematics and statistics undergraduate student talks 

• 5 mathematics and statistics graduate student talks 

• 15 computer science (undergraduate and graduate) student talks 

Speakers 

Each year there are three keynote speakers for participants to enjoy.  At the Friday night banquet, 
David Flatla (University of Dundee) delivered a very entertaining Sedgwick Lecture (Computer Science), 
“Developing and Generalizing Augmented Visual Perception.” The Fields lecture (Statistics), “Multiple 
Change-Point Detection: Some Recent Developments and their Applications” was presented by Amy 
Wu (York University). The third named lecture, the Blundon lecture (Mathematics), “How well do we 
understand curvature?” was given by Niky Kamran (McGill University).  

Awards 

Science Atlantic Undergraduate Research Awards: 
 First Place: Courtney Allen (UNB) 
 Second Place: Maggie MacPhee (MtA) 
 Third Place: Katie MacEachern (StFX) 

Communication Award:  
Jordan Barrett (Dal) 

 
The annual mathematics competition was closely contested.  Three teams stood out at the top. 
Congratulations to:   

First Place: Manson Nolan and Samuel Bauer (MUN)  
Second Place Tie: Frederic LeBlanc and Sory Cisse (UdeM)  
Second Place Tie: Howe Simpson and James Eckstein (Dal) 

Sponsors 

Atlantic Association for Research in the Mathematical Sciences (AARMS) was once again a generous 
sponsor of the conference. The successful Sunday AARMS workshop was entitled “Statistical Learning 
and Health Data Analytics”. 

Next Conference 

We are looking forward to Université de Moncton hosting next year’s meeting in October and a 
subcommittee is working together with Lois Whitehead to maximize the effectiveness of our 
participation at STEMFest. 

Committee Business 



The committee is working towards two new initiatives: first, a second annual meeting designed to 
highlight improvements in teaching in mathematics and statistics.  The committee has engaged in 
discussion with the organizers of a conference hosted at Acadia University this coming summer which 
will focus on pedagogical methods for delivering calculus.  

Second, the committee is actively discussing the potential of a second inter-university mathematics 
competition held annually. Budgetary constraints would require that any such initiatives would have 
to occur at several sites. The goal is to provide additional motivation and encouragement for students 
to continually improve their problem solving and mathematical skills throughout the entire academic 
year.  Currently, the only university-level Atlantic Canada mathematics competition occurs at the 
annual Science Atlantic meeting in October. Implementing these new potential initiatives would 
provide valuable opportunities for students, faculty members and universities in Atlantic Canada. 

Chair: Stephen Finbow, Vice-Chair: Margaret- Ellen Messinger, Secretary: Danielle Cox 

Respectfully submitted, 
Stephen Finbow, Chair 

Nutrition 

The Science Atlantic Nutrition Committee was formally organized in June, 2016 and we are still very 
much in the early stages of getting oriented in our new roles. 

Next Conference 

The Nutrition Committee explored three possibilities for a student conference for 2018.  

• Option-1: Collaborating with the Canadian Nutrition Society (CNS) to participate in the CNS 
Conference May 3-5, 2018 in Halifax. 

• Option-2: Having a Science Atlantic (SA) conference as a separate but concurrent event 
preceding the national conference. The date for the SA conference was set for May 2, 2018 to 
be hosted at Dalhousie University.  

• The collaboration with CNS did not go through as there were concerns about students’ costs 
and whether or not this approach was in line with the aims/ objectives of the SA Conference. 

• In addition, the committee was unable to confirm a suitable Chair at the Dalhousie Halifax 
campus to organize/host the May 2 event. As a result, options 1 and 2 were rejected. 

• Option-3: SA conference hosted at Mount Saint Vincent University, fall 2018. Conference Chair, 
Dr. Shannan Grant 

Thus, the tentative location for the next conference will be Mount Saint Vincent University and the 
conference Chair will be Dr. Shannan Grant. The date for the conference has not yet been confirmed. 

  



Other Activities 

The summary of goals and activities of the Nutrition committee were approved by the SA Board. 

The SA nutrition committee has a logo which can be found at this this site: 
https://scienceatlantic.ca/committees/nutrition  

 
Information about the Nutrition Committee can be found on Science Atlantic web site:  

https://scienceatlantic.ca/committees/nutrition.  This information will be translated in French. 

Membership 

Matt McSweeney, Acadia University 
Vasantha Rupasinghe, Dalhousie University 
Sukhinder Cheema, Memorial University 
Shannan Grant, Mount Saint Vincent University 
Marcia English, Saint Francis Xavier University (Chair) 
Carole Tranchant, Université de Moncton 
Kathy Gottschall-Pass, University of Prince Edward Island. 
 
Committee Meetings 

Members of the Nutrition Committee met on several occasions by teleconference during 2016-2017 
to identify a host and time for our first student conference and to choose a Committee Chair. During 
this process, members at each institution have consulted the student groups with interest in nutrition 
and food science.  

At one of our meetings committee members gave a brief overview of their research interests and their 
connection to food and nutrition. 

Committee Business 

Would it be possible to use or have a Facebook page for the Nutrition Committee? SA has a Facebook 
but it is not known if every committee may use this page, and if so are there specific guidelines? 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marcia English, Chair 
 

  

https://scienceatlantic.ca/committees/nutrition/


Physics & Astronomy  

Conference 

The last conference, AUPAC, was held at the University of PEI in Charlottetown from 3-5 February 2017, 
with Dr. Douglas Dahn as the faculty liaison to the student organizing committee, co-chaired by Phoenix 
McCloud and Andrew Cameron. The attendance was approximately 95 people, including students, 
faculty, grad fair attendees, and invited speakers.   

The speakers were Dr. Stephane Courteau (Queen's University), Dr. Catherine Lovekin (Mount Allison 
University), Dr. William Whelan (University of PEI), and Dr. Jeff Dahn (Dalhousie University).  The 
conference included a presentation by Dr. Shohini Ghose (Wilfred Laurier University and a TED Fellow) 
on sexism in science.  Dr. Ghose also moderated a panel discussion on Women in Science, which 
included local physicists and engineers, Megan Glover (UPEI), Kelly Galloway (Engineering Technologies 
Canada), Reina Lamothe (PEI Cancer Treatment Centre), and Li-Hong Xu (UNB).  This is the third year 
in a row with a session/event specifically geared towards Women in Physics.   

As for finances, the total expenses were $10,457.05 and the funding raised was $10,605.89 with a 
surplus of $148.84, to be paid back to the UPEI physics department.  Almost $4,000 was raised from 
the university and a few local donors, with the rest of the funding coming from registration. 

Next Conference 

The next conference will be held from 2-4 February 2018 at UNB in Fredericton.   

Speaker Tour 

Regarding the 2017 CAP-SA lecture tour, we had three different speakers present in March 2017 at 

eight institutions, including one joint presentation.  We had Dr. H. Pfeiffer from the University of 

Toronto presenting on “Colliding black holes and gravitational waves: Studying the universe through 

fantastic messengers” at Acadia, Dalhousie/SMU, and St. Francis Xavier.  Dr. S. Gallagher from the 

University of Western Ontario presented on “The Biggest Blowhards: Windy Supermassive Black 

Holes” at Mount Allison, Moncton, UPEI, and UNB.  Finally, Dr. M. Boulay from Carleton University 

presented on “Searching for Physics Beyond the Standard Model at SNOLAB” at MUN.  The lecture 

tour for 2018 is currently in the planning stages. 

Executive Membership 

The executive membership of the committee is Dr. David Hornidge (MTA), chair, Dr. Douglas Dahn 

(UPEI), secretary, and Dr. Carl Adams (StFX), tour coordinator.  As far as I can tell, we did not use any 

of our holding account funds for anything. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dave Hornidge, Chair 

Psychology 

Conference 



The Science Atlantic 2017 Psychology Conference took place at Cape Breton University, Sydney, NS, 
May 24-25. 

Attendance: 100 registered student participants from 13 institutions (see table below), with 50 oral 
and 42 poster presentations, and 15 faculty. 

 

University Number of participants 

Acadia University  2 
Cape Breton 7 
Dalhousie 20 
Memorial 24 
Memorial – Grenfell 5 
Mount Allison 5 
Mount Saint Vincent 13 
Saint Francis Xavier 6 
Saint Thomas 5 
Université de Moncton 5 
University of New Brunswick – Fredericton 6 
University of New Brunswick – Saint John 1 
University of Prince Edward Island 1 

Total 100 

Speaker: Sidney Segalowitz, Brock University, Self-Control of Self-Control: How Do We Get to Be in 
Charge?  

Sponsors: There were generous sponsorships from publishing companies; McGraw-Hill’s contribution 
of $1,000 was the largest. Nelson sponsored a nutrition break. There were also contributions from the 
Canadian Psychological Association, Association of Psychologists of Nova Scotia, and CSBBCS. The 
conference chair and committee chair worked together for this year’s conference to solicit as much 
support as possible. 

Key Issues: There were no significant issues that arose for the 2017 meeting, it was well-organized and 
all of the events went smoothly. However, one area that generated discussion was judging for the 
student awards. This year’s conference used an efficient method for judging, where assignments were 
sent to judges ahead of time, with presenters organized by number. This was then used to sort the 
data afterwards, although a significant amount of time was still spent manually entering data.  One 
hiccup was that a number of faculty members did participate in judging, which meant that some 
presentations had very few or, in some cases, solo evaluations. Some faculty expressed opposition to 
the awards in principle, so for future conferences it might be best to ensure that everyone who is listed 
as an evaluator is committed to judging. Also, some students expressed interest in receiving feedback 
for their presentations; this might be something worth discussing within the committee. In terms of 
moving forward, there was some interest among the faculty for a digital or web-based evaluation sheet 
to save on time it takes to enter scores manually; this year’s organizing committee is looking into this.   

Highlights: The social event on the first night was fantastic, with a traditional Mi’kmaq blessing to start 
the evening, followed by a ceilidh with live music, and trivia. As always, the students’ research 
presentations were amongst the highlights of the conference. 



Next Conference 

The 2018 student conference will be held at Dalhousie University from May 8-9, which coincides with 
the University’s 200th anniversary and the Psychology & Neuroscience Department’s 70th birthday. 
Planning for the conference is continuing. 

Other Activities 

The Psychology/Neuroscience Accessible Research Article Database (ARAD), which aims to build a 
collection of easy-to-understand, primary research articles suitable for undergraduate teaching, has 
undergone significant progress over the past year. Most Psychology Committee members contributed 
articles, which were passed on to three novice student evaluators over the summer. To date, there 
have been 89 articles evaluated for difficulty, reading time, and scientific jargon. A preliminary version 
of the article bank with 56 summarized articles is hosted on the Science Atlantic Psychology 
Committee. 

Google sheets site:  

https://docs.google.com/a/scienceatlantic.ca/spreadsheets/d/1kqTq_Iy4T9DA7hZo3gNEeOQMB5FSg
0GK-oNTC9iBBj4/edit?usp=sharing 

The current focus of this project is to create a resource to host this database, possibly on the Science 
Atlantic site.  

Committee Business 

Some changes to membership: Nicole Conrad stepped in as the representative for Saint Mary’s 
University, Caroline Brunelle for UNBSJ, and Daniel Nadolny for Memorial Grenfell. Danielle Douglas 
from Mount A is filling in for Gene Oullette while he is on sabbatical. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Stamp, Chair 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/a/scienceatlantic.ca/spreadsheets/d/1kqTq_Iy4T9DA7hZo3gNEeOQMB5FSg0GK-oNTC9iBBj4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/scienceatlantic.ca/spreadsheets/d/1kqTq_Iy4T9DA7hZo3gNEeOQMB5FSg0GK-oNTC9iBBj4/edit?usp=sharing


Women in Science Speaker Tour 

The first Women in Science Speaker Tour in partnership with Science Atlantic and WISEatlantic took 
place in 2016-2017. 

The speakers in 2016-2017 were Catherine Lovekin, Assistant Professor, Physics, Mount Allison, who 
did a research seminar and public talk at Acadia University on November 22, 2016.  The title of her talk 
was Asteroseismology: Dissecting the Stars.  Dr. Lovekin also did a research seminar at UNB, 
Fredericton on January 12, 2017 and at Mount Saint Vincent University on January 24, 2017 on the 
same topic. 

Also speaking in 2017 was Karen Crosby, Assistant Professor, Biology, Mount Allison University.  Dr. 
Crosby did a research seminar at Mount Saint Vincent University on March 22, 2017 and a Research 
Seminar at UPEI on March 31, 2017. The title of her talk was Neural Control of Appetite: the Role of 
Endogenous Cannabinoids and Nitric Oxide. Dr. Crosby also did a public seminar at Acadia University 
on May 18, 2017 entitled The Brain, Appetite, and Obesity. 

The second Women in Science Speaker Tour for 2017-2018 has been scheduled.  Dr. Danielle Cox, 
Mathematician will be doing a Research Seminar at UPEI November 6, 2017.  The title of her talk is 
Getting to the Root of the Problem.  Dr. Cox is also scheduled to do a Public Lecture at UNB Saint John 
on November 23, 2017 and the title of the lecture is The Mathematics of Puzzles & Games.  Dr. Cox is 
also scheduled to do a research seminar at St. Francis Xavier University.  The date and title is to be 
confirmed. 

Dr. Nola Etkin, Professor, Chemistry, UPEI will be doing two research seminars and a public lecture in 
the spring of 2018.  Dates, titles and locations to be confirmed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dr. Tamara Franz-Odendaal, Tour Co-ordinator 

Hall of Fame 

Please accept the following as the 2017 report of the Hall of Fame Committee. The Hall of Fame Committee 
for 2017 consisted of Dr. Robert Dawson (St. Mary’s University), Dr. Ruth Shaw (University of New 
Brunswick, Saint John), Dr. Marcia English (St. Francis Xavier University) and myself. The Committee 
discussed nominees for the Outstanding Member, Outstanding Contributing Member and Volunteer Service 
Award categories. No nominations were received for the Outstanding Alumnae/Alumnus designation.        
 
The Committee unanimously recommended the following:    

• that Dr. Gordon MacDonald be awarded “Outstanding Member” designation;  

• that Dr. Robert Hawkes be awarded "Outstanding Member” designation; 

• that Dr. Barry Monson be awarded “Outstanding Contributing Member” designation; and 

• that Mr. Chris Vessey be awarded “Volunteer Service Award” designation.  
 

  



Dr. Gordon MacDonald, of the University of Prince Edward Island served for two terms as chair of the 
Science Atlantic Mathematics committee and worked hard to engage young faculty members and had a 
positive influence on the direction of Science Atlantic. He has organized two successful conferences. From 
1997-2000, Gordon spearheaded an effort to improve engagement of students in calculus courses across 
Atlantic Canada.  This not resulted in sessions on teaching calculus, but also investigating what strategies 
could be employed to help prospective students prepare for calculus. As chair, Gordon worked hard to 
promote Science Atlantic and connect with sponsors. His effort in this direction has strengthened the 
Mathematics & Statistics Committee’s relationship with AARMS and ACEnet. The Hall of Fame Committee 
believes Dr. Gordon MacDonald deserves to be recognized as an “Outstanding Member” to Science Atlantic. 
   
Dr. Robert Hawkes, of Mount Alison University, has been nominated for his service to APICS/Science 
Atlantic. Dr. Hawkes has made several contributions to APICS/Science Atlantic including the establishment 
of a Science Education Committee of APICS with Dr Hawkes as the first Chair. This committee made many 
suggestions on ways to improve teaching and involve students more in the activities of APICS. Dr Hawkes 
was the leading force in these initiatives. Dr. Hawkes was a committee member of the Physics and 
Astronomy Committee for approximately 10 years from the late 1990’s to early 2000’s. During his career 
he also was awarded several APICS honours including Atlantic Provinces Council on the Sciences Canpolar 
Science Communication Award in 2001; and Atlantic Provinces Council on the Sciences Power Utilities 
Atlantic Science Teacher Award 1991-92. The Hall of Fame Committee believes Dr. Hawkes deserves to be 
recognized as an “Outstanding Member” to Science Atlantic. 

Dr. Barry Monson of the University of New Brunswick (Fredericton) has an extensive history with the 
Mathematics committee. Dr. Monson has been actively involved in the Science Atlantic Mathematics 
conference since 1979.  Barry was actively involved in various educational efforts for APICS/Science 
Atlantic, including being a co-author on the 1995 APICS report on the joint Atlantic Provinces high 
school math curriculum. Since 1990 Barry has provided considerable help with producing problems for 
the APICS/Science Atlantic Mathematical Competition (this is a cornerstone of the Mathematics 
conference). Barry is a humble individual and when asked Barry claims never to have participated in 
the committee, however, in recent years he has been acting as the UNB-F Mathematics and Statistics 
representative on the Mathematics and Statistics committee.  As an example, this past year, although 
he is not the official UNB representative Barry organized the students from UNB coming to the event, 
attended the event and all the meetings on behalf of UNB.  The Hall of Fame Committee believes Dr. 
Monson deserves to be recognized as an “Outstanding Contributing Member” to Science Atlantic. 

Mr. Chris Vessey, of the University of Prince Edward Island, has been nominated for his service to the 
Computer Science Committee, most notably to the programming competition that takes place each year as 
a major component of the Fall Conference. Mr. Vessey has been attending the APICS/Science Atlantic CS & 
Math conference for more than a decade.  He has always provided technical assistance when requested at 
the competitions. In 2013, when the conference was hosted by UPEI, he also helped as a judge and setting 
up the competition environment. This work involved writing an extensive deployment guide for making 
bootable USB competition sticks to run the competitions in schools that use Windows-based workstations 
and also writing detailed instructions for setting up the PC^2 server system. In short, Mr. Vessey is a regular 
volunteer at the Fall Conference and is always willing to lend his technical skills to help make the experience 
a good one for all students. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth B. Kent, Chair, Hall of Fame Committee 
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