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Organizational Structure and Highlights 

The committee is currently chaired by Dr. Jonathan Spears of UPEI/Atlantic Veterinary College. Dr. 
Spears will be stepping down as Chair once a new Chair has been identified. The committee 
acknowledges and commends the ongoing efforts of all its members over the previous year. In April 
2013, upon her retirement as Director of Animal Care at Dalhousie University, Dr. Sylvia Craig also 
retired from the Science Atlantic ACC. Her tremendous contribution to the ACC, and to animal care 
in Atlantic Canada, is recognized by the committee. 

Meetings 

The Animal Care Committee met twice via teleconference in 2013. 

Current Committee Actions 

The unofficial mandate for the committee is to address the directives and recommendations of the 
Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) as they relate to institutions with small Animal Care and 
Use Programs as found commonly in Atlantic Canadian Institutions. We have now successfully 
created and implemented a Scientific Merit Reviewer database and processes for review of animal 
use protocols for projects not funded by peer-reviewed agencies. The database and processes will 
assist smaller institutions to overcome the problem of a relative lack of reviewers carrying 
appropriate expertise, yet not connected to the project to be reviewed. This initiative is supported 
in principle by the CCAC, which requires this independent review, and it is being used as an example 
for other groups of institutions in Canada with similar constraints.  

The database is being populated by researchers affiliated with Atlantic Canadian Institutions, and is 
intended to be accessed by all participating institutions. We are still looking to recruit more 
reviewers and encourage each institution to acknowledge the service of the participating faculty 
appropriately.   

Future Activities 

The Animal Care Committee has started a process of sharing best practices for Pedagogical Merit 
Review of animal use in teaching programs through posting standard operating procedures and/or 
policies. 

The next initiative for the committee is to develop a regular occurring workshop on animal 
care/animal welfare for Atlantic Canadian Institutions. Initially such an event would likely be tagged 
on to an already occurring Science Atlantic conference and possibly branching out in the future. 

All members of the committee welcome other concerns regarding animal care that are common to 
member institutions. The collective experience of Science Atlantic member institutions in assisting 
individual institutions with their issues is proving to be an invaluable resource.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
Jon Spears, Chair 

No new business since April 2013 report to Council. 

The last meeting of the Biology Committee was held on November 8, 2013. A special welcome was 
offered to our newest institutional member, Lois Murray from the Dalhousie Faculty of Medicine, 
Department of Microbiology and Immunology.  New representatives this year include Colleen Barber 
from Saint Mary’s and Vicky Salazar from Cape Breton.  

Preparations are well underway for the next joint biology and aquaculture conference which will take 
place March 14-16, 2014 at Mount Saint Vincent University. The Université de Moncton will be 
hosting in 2015. The format of the conference will be slightly different this year with high school 
students dropping by for an hour to visit the poster displays during the proceedings. There is also a 
change to the Communicating Science Award which will be decided by popular vote rather than 
decided by the judges. Unlike the previous two years, the joint conference this year will involve just 
the Biology and Aquaculture and Fisheries Committees, minus the presence of Environmental Science 
Committee. There is also a new poster award plaque, incorporating the new Science Atlantic logo. 
Space had run out on the previous plaque. 

Last year’s conference resulted in a moderate surplus of approximately 23% of expenses which was 
deposited into the Biology Committee trust account.  Award winners were listed in the two weeks 
following the conference. The awards were as follows: 

Conference Awards 

Oral 
1st place:  Abigail White, Mount Allison University 
2nd place:  Julie Colpitts, Acadia University 
3rd place:  Katie Kowarski, Dalhousie University 
 

Poster 
1st place:  Shane Rajaraman, Saint Mary's University 
2nd place:  Yueyang Zhang, University of New Brunswick, Saint John 
3rd place:  John Loggie, Mount Allison University 

 

Science Atlantic Communication Award 
Oral:  Feng Tang, University of New Brunswick, Saint John 
Poster:  Jason McConnery, Dalhousie University 
 

Botany Award 
Oral:  Michelle MacDonald, University of Prince Edward Island 
Poster:  Simon Lay, Dalhousie University 
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The fall workshop of the Biology Committee was held on Saturday, November 9, 2013, following the 
Friday night meeting. The theme was new methods in teaching. The use of technology and the value 
of group projects and participation were discussed. The participants left inspired and some will no 
doubt experiment with the new approaches mentioned at the workshop. Over the following months 
the committee will document the various approaches used at their institutions via the Science 
Atlantic virtual commons as well as requirements to implementing these techniques as effective 
teaching tools. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alyre Chiasson, Chair 

Conference and Award Winners 

The 38th annual ChemCon 2013 “Chemistry on the Edge” was held at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland in St. John’s on May 21-23, 2013, and was attended by 140 undergraduates, 
graduates, and professors. Students from Sir Wilfred Grenfell College, Acadia University, Cape 
Breton University, Dalhousie University, Saint Mary’s University, and Memorial University came to 
participate in the conference.  

The daytime was filled with talks from both undergraduate and graduate students, with a poster 
session on the evening of the 22nd and other various activities taking place in the evenings. Invited 
speakers included keynote speakers, Canada Research Chair in Energy Conversion, Dr. Curtis 
Berlinguette (UCalgary), and Dr. Jean-Philip Lumb (McGill). Details of the 25 prize winners can be 
found on the Science Atlantic website. The closing banquet was a great success, with over 80 
participants in attendance.  

The budget (seed money) which we were allotted was $14, 887, and the amount to be forwarded to 
the planners of next year’s conference is approximately $12,900. Unfortunately, due to the 
economic climate, receiving sponsorship funding from political, commercial, or academic sources 
proved to be quite difficult. Nonetheless, we had great support from Science Atlantic, CIC, MUN 
Department of Chemistry and the Dean of Science’s Office as well as Wiley, Springer and RSC 
Publishing Companies and the City of St. John’s. 

Overall, ChemCon 2013 was a great success, and, most importantly, a vital opportunity for young 
chemists across Atlantic Canada. 

 

Next Conference Information 

The 39th annual Undergraduate Student Chemistry Conference (ChemCon 2013) will be held at 
Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia, May 22nd to 24th 2013. Bobby Ellis will be the faculty 
representative. 
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Speaker Tour 

The Speaker Tour Coordinator for 2013-14 is Sara Eisler (UNB Fredericton).  Two speakers are 
scheduled. 

a. Stephanie MacQuarrie (Cape Breton University) 
1. Oct. 21, UNB Fredericton  
2. Oct. 23, Mount A  
3. Nov. 8, St. FX 

 
b. Jason Pearson (UPEI) 

1. Feb. 3, Mount Allison 
2. Feb. 5, UNB Fredericton 
3. Feb. 13, Acadia  
4. Feb. 14, St. FX 

 

Committee Business  

a. I was not at ChemCon in St. John’s for parental reasons and with low Science Atlantic Chemistry 
Committee representation there was no AGM held at this conference. 

b. A virtual AGM will be called after the Fall Council Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ray Syvitski, Chair 
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Conference and Award Winners 

A full conference overview can be found in the Mathematics and Statistics report.  

The award categories and winners for Computer Science were as follows: 

Best Oral Presentation (Research Award)  
1st place: William Herring (UPEI) 
2nd place: Mariah Martin Schein (MtA) 
3rd place: Sarah van der Laan (MtA) 
 
Computer Science Programming Competition Award 
1st place: David Ackerson, Conor McCullough, Taeler Dixon (UNB) 
2nd place: Antoine Handfield, Andy Couturier, David Ouellette (UdeM) 
3rd place: Samuel Coleman, Lourens Schep, Daniel Deveau (Acadia) 

Next Conference Information  

The next conference will be held at University of New Brunswick, Saint John, in October 2013. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kenneth Kent, Chair 

Conference and Award Winners 

The 63rd AUGC was held at Saint Francis Xavier University on October 24-26, 2013. The organizing 
committee used the new online registration procedures as did last year’s committee and with the 
help of the Science Atlantic office the system worked reasonably well. 

The conference included two field trips: Ordovician-Silurian Arisaig Group and Mineral Occurrences 
in southern Cape Breton, and a workshop entitled Stable Isotope Primer.   

There were 14 oral and seven poster presentations. Abstracts of papers and posters will be 
subsequently published in Atlantic Geology.  The awards banquet speaker was Dr. Fraser Keppie of 
the NS Department of Natural Resources and a past prize winner at AUGC when a student at St. FX.   

The Science Atlantic Best Overall Presentation was won by Lisa Mundry (Acadia); the Imperial Best 
Poster Award was won by Siobhan McGoldrick (Dal); the CSPG Award was won by Daniel Niquet 
(MUN); the Frank Shea Memorial Award was won by Travis White (UNB-F); and the CSEG 
Foundation Award was won by Taylor Campbell (Dal). 

Registered attendance was approximately 60.  The total budget and final attendance is not yet 
completed and will be in the annual report at fiscal year-end.  Sponsors included Imperial Oil, 
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Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, ExxonMobil, Canadian Society of Exploration 
Geophysicists, Saint Francis Xavier University,  Science Atlantic, Nova Scotia Natural Resources, 
Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada, Belloy Petroleum Consulting, Encana, Bellatrix 
Exploration Ltd, Geological Association of Canada, Petrel Energy Ltd, and  Atlantic Geoscience 
Society. 

Next Conference Information 

The next AUGC will be held at UNB Fredericton in late October 2014 hosted by the Bailey Geological 
Society.  

Speaker Tour 

The Science Atlantic – Atlantic Geoscience Society 2013-14 tour will have two speakers who will 
both tour in the winter term.  Hugo Beltrami (St. FX) and Danika van Proosdij (SMU) are both 
confirmed.  Titles and tour stops will announced early in the new year.   

Committee Membership 

Milton Graves (Dalhousie) continues as Chair and Jacob Hanley (SMU) as Speaker Tour Coordinator.  
Only two Committee members attended the AUGC but those two did meet to discuss Committee 
activities on October 25, 2013 in Antigonish.  A more formal and hopefully more complete meeting 
will be held in conjunction with the Atlantic Geoscience Annual Colloquium in Wolfville on February 
8, 2014. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Milton Graves, Chair 

Conference 

The April 4, 2013 report to Council communicated a summary of the third joint conference with 
Science Atlantic Biology and Aquaculture & Fisheries Committees, co-organized by Trevor Avery, 
Mike Stokesbury, Nelson O'Driscoll and William Roberts (student organizer). The Environment 
Committee has decided to hold its own conference separate from Biology and A&F at St. FX from 
March 14-16, 2014. 

Committee Meeting 

A committee meeting was held via Skype on October 23, 2013.  

 

Membership Update 
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 Welcome to Alain Patoine, Université de Moncton, Professor of Environmental Management; 
Fields of specialization: Influence of watershed transformation and climate variability on water 
quality and aquatic food chains (biodiversity, productivity of phytoplankton and zooplankton) a 
variety of approaches including paleoecology, isotope analysis stable and landscape ecology. 
Alain is replacing Céline Surette. 

 Brad Walters from Mount Allison is stepping down. He is moving on and they are having trouble 
finding a replacement. 

 Tony Charles, SMU: Tony is replacing Cristian Suteanu who is on sabbatical leave. 

 A new Committee Chair will be elected in March 2014 as Daniel Rainham will be stepping down. 

Next Conference Information 

 David Risk and his team at St. Francis Xavier University are hosting the next Environment 
Conference on March 14-16, 2014. An organizing team is in place. 

 Some new conference ideas to integrate from last meeting include:  
o Doing a better job of involving industry, NGO and government organizations in a 

student-centred format, e.g., awards, social events 
o Gaining additional support for the conference from third parties, e.g., book publishers 

Committee Membership 

Nelson O'Driscoll 

Daniel Rainham (Chair) 

Norm Catto 

Gordon Brewster 

Jeff Houlahan 

Carolyn Peach Brown 

Tony Charles 

Christine Campbell 

Dave Risk  

Alain Patoine 

Van Lantz 

Acadia University 

DAL-HRM 

MUN 

DAL-TRURO 

UNB-SJ 

UPEI 

SMU 

MUN-SWGC 

St.FX 

UdeM 

UNB-F 

 

We are lacking representation from CBU and MTA. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Daniel Rainham, Chair 
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Conference Report 

The annual Science Atlantic Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science conference was held at 
the University of Prince Edward Island from October 18 to October 20, 2013. Over 180 people 
attended the conference, including over 100 undergraduate students. As usual the first major 
events were the Mathematics Problem Solving Competition and the Computer Science 
Programming Competition on Friday afternoon. On Friday evening, the Blundon Lecture was 
presented by Anthony Bonato of Ryerson University. Anthony spoke on six dimensions of separation 
in social networks. This was followed by a welcoming reception.  
 
Saturday was the main day for the conference. The morning and early afternoon was mostly 
occupied by undergraduate student research talks. Just before lunch, Lila Kari of Western University 
presented the Sedgwick Lecture on Are you smarter than a cucumber? Or How to measure and 
visualize species' relatedness. On Saturday afternoon, there were a number of contributed talks by 
both faculty and graduate students, and midafternoon Mark Glickman of Boston University 
presented the Field Lecture, Rating the Chess Rating System. The day's program finished with a 
session on Education and Publishing, where representatives from Nelson Education and Pearson 
Education discussed the changing landscape in Education Publishing and how it related to 
Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science instruction. 
 
On Saturday evening, the conference banquet was held at a nearby hotel. As part of the program at 
the banquet, prizes were awarded for the top three teams in the Math competition and the 
Computer Science competition, and prizes were awarded to the top three undergraduate student 
talks in Mathematics and Statistics and the top three undergraduate student talks in Computer 
Science: 

Math Competition awards 

First place: Dylan Day and Patrick Murray from Acadia University 
Second place: Mathieu Girard and Yuhuai Wu from University of New Brunswick 
Third Place: Christopher Pardy and Adam Gardner from Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Math and Stats undergraduate research talk awards  

First place: Matthew van Bommel from Acadia University for his talk on Stage-wise surrogate 
modelling of Tidal Power Functions 
Second place: Zack Delaney from Mount Allison University for his talk on Eternal Domination on 3 by 
N grids 
Peter Graves-Akerley from St. Mary's University for his talk on Traces of Unitary matrices with 
disjoint spectra and Spect's Theorem 
 
The judges of the talks conveyed how difficult it was to make decisions on prize winners as there 
were 18 undergraduate student talks in mathematics and statistics, and all were of extremely high 
quality. 
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The last order of business at the banquet was recognition of Edgar Goodaire (MUN), who received 
an Outstanding Member Award from Science Atlantic for his many years of valuable service to the 
organization. 
 
On Sunday, the conference continued with an AARMS session on Graph Theory. The session 
included invited lectures by Andrew Offerman (Macalester College) and Ortrud Oellermann 
(University of Winnipeg) and a number of problem solving sessions. 
  
Major sponsors: Science Atlantic, AARMS (Atlantic Association for Research in the Mathematical 
Sciences) and the University of Prince Edward Island. 
 
Other sponsors: Bell Aliant, the Canadian Mathematical Society (and its Undergraduate Committee), 
Maplesoft, Nelson Education and Pearson Education.  
 
Organizing committee: Gordon MacDonald (conference organizer), Shannon Fitzpatrick (treasurer), 
Nasser Saad (local venue liaison), Chris Vessey (website and promotions), Cezar Campeanu 
(registration), and David Hanna (student liaison and pizza party). 

Next Year’s Conference 

The 2014 conference will be held at University of New Brunswick Saint John, likely in late October. 
Date yet to be determined due to possible conflict with Sectional Meeting of the American 
Mathematical Society in Halifax. The conference organizer is Mohammad Hamdan. 

Committee Business 

We have reached a tentative agreement with AARMS for stable funding for the conference 
matching Science Atlantic’s contribution. In light of this, the conference will be renamed (or possibly 
revert to older naming convention). New name is yet to be decided, but it will appended with:  with 
major sponsors Science Atlantic and AARMS. 
 
The committee wished me to convey, in the strongest terms, their unanimous opposition to any 
defunding of the conferences by Science Atlantic. 
 
The committee also agreed to launch a new annual initiative, beginning at next year’s conference, 
to support and promote two or three minilectures at the conference by local Mathematics and 
Statistics faculty. Faculty would be chosen based on quality and general interest of work and ability 
to give interesting and enlightening talk to a general audience. This initiative is being launched (1) 
out of concern that students (both graduate and undergraduate) are not being exposed to enough 
accessible research talks on advanced topics and (2) while student participation is healthy, there is 
concern that faculty attendance at the conference is waning. If faculty do not attend, the quality of 
the experience for students diminishes. This is seen as an initiative which may also attract some 
faculty to attend and will also promote local mathematicians and statisticians. A catchy name will be 
attached to these lecturers. The name has yet to be chosen, but I have suggested Quantlanticans. 
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Committee Membership 

The executive of the committee is: Gordon MacDonald (Chair, continuing term), Scott Rodney (Vice 
Chair, continuing term) and Robert Dawson (Secretary, newly elected). Thanks to Margaret-Ellen 
Messinger for her term as Secretary. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gordon MacDonald 
Chair, Science Atlantic Math & Stats Committee 

Next Year’s Conference 

AUPAC 2014 will be held at Saint Mary's University from Jan. 31 to Feb. 2, 2014.  A website is up but 
still under construction.  

Speaker Tour 

Preparations are underway for the joint Canadian Association of Physicists – Science Atlantic Lecture 
tour.  I am serving as the coordinator for the Atlantic Region.   

Atlantic Physics Teaching Day 

The first Atlantic Physics Teaching Day was held at Mount Allison University on Oct. 27, 2013 and 
was organized by Magdalen Normandeau (UNB), Geoffrey Lee-Dadswell (CBU) and Bob Hawkes 
(MtA). It is intended that this will be an annual event in conjunction with the AAU Teaching 
Showcase. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Carl Adams, Chair 

No report. 
 
 
 


