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On Feb 10th, 2015, the Animal Care Committee had a meeting (via teleconference) whereby we voted for 
a new chair.  I had mentioned my interest in the post and was voted in during the meeting.   
 
In attendance were:  
 

 Myself (Jacqueline Blundell, MUN) 

 Etienne Dako, U de Moncton (joined part way through) 

 Ken Oakes, Cape Breton University 

 David Bruce, Mount Allison 

 Dawn Miner, Dal Ag. Campus 
 
It is my pleasure to be the chair of the Animal Care Committee for Science Atlantic.  Since then, we have 
had several emails covering topics such as the procedures involved in keeping track of animals used, the 
possibility of having an annual committee meeting (in person), and the Scientific Merit Reviewer Database.  
It is my goal to have regular teleconferences with members of the committee regarding these issues, as 
well as any other topics that come up. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jacqueline Blundell, Chair 

No update. 

Committee Meeting 

The Biology Committee of Science Atlantic met on March 6, 2015 for their regular business meeting 
that takes place on the evening marking the commencement of the joint Biology and Aquaculture and 
Fisheries Conferences, held this year at the Université de Moncton. The meeting was well attended 
with only one representative unable to participate. The committee was appreciative of the support 
from Council regarding the international laboratory day. Richard Isnor, via email correspondence, felt 
that this project would qualify under NSERC’s PromoScience grant program. Once final session exams 
are completed, Alyre Chiasson and Kevin Shaughnessy will work on the first draft of a PromoScience 
proposal to be circulated to committee members, with the final version going to the executive of 
Science Atlantic for approval before submission. We will also be contacting the NSERC grant officer to 
ensure that our application meets both the objectives and conditions of the program. There has been 
no change in committee membership since the fall meeting. Cory Bishop from StFX is still temporarily 
replacing Russell Wyeth who is on sabbatical. 

Conference 
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The Joint Biology (Bio) and Aquaculture and Fisheries Conferences (A&F) were held at the Université de 
Moncton from March 6th to 8th, 2015. There were 137 faculty and students in attendance, as follows: 
Faculty; 24 (Bio), 11 (A&F) and Students; 67 (Bio), 33 (A&F). There were 21 oral and 28 poster 
presentations in Biology and 28 oral and four posters (poster presenters registered in A&F but 
presented in Bio) in A&F. This represents the highest numbers of posters at least in recent years. In 
addition there were two guest speakers, Dr. Sean Miles, Canada Research Chair in Agricultural Genetic 
Diversity, Dalhousie University, and Dr. Tiago Hori, Genomics Department, The Center for Aquaculture 
Technologies Canada, PEI. 

Total revenues were $13,400 with expenditures of $10,270.02 for a positive balance of $3,129.98.  A 
full breakout of revenues and expenses will be available in the final conference report.   Savings were 
made in several areas. Organisers did not offer an onsite breakfast this year but opted for hotels that 
had continental breakfast included. No money was spent on promotional materials. We purchased 
materials to make mounting stands for the posters rather than renting which would have been at 
approximately three times the cost. Complete printed copies of the program were only provided upon 
request, with an electronic copy being the default. Wireless was available to all participants as part of 
the registration package. However, everyone had a printed copy of the program schedule. Notepads 
and pens were only provided to the judges.  Foods services changed over the summer and offered 
better pricing for meals. We encouraged people to go green, and bring their own coffee mug or water 
bottle for the health breaks. A water fountain was provided instead of bottled water.  

A number of difficulties occurred in the preparation of the conference using Conference-in-a-Box. The 
organisers offer the following areas for improvement. Students should not be able to submit an abstract 
without registering. Students that indicate that they are presenting should be required to submit their 
abstract as part of the registrations process. We had registered participants that did not submit their 
abstracts and abstracts submitted by individuals that were not registered. We recommend that the 
registration report and the papers report (list of abstracts), be combined as a single report or at 
minimum the following fields should be added to the papers report to indicate if the abstract is for a 
poster or an oral presentations and in which stream as some A&F registrants gave posters in the biology 
section. It is recommended that in the case of group payments, the persons making the payment 
provide the list of names within the website software and not as a separate email. The latter was 
frequently forgotten. These may be the result of administrators making the payment rather than the 
SA representative and perhaps were not aware of this requirement.  In the case of individual payments 
there should be the request for the name of the person for whom the payment is being made. We had 
payments made for individuals attending the conference by persons not attending the conference. We 
suggest that the “other” column be removed, as it was misused in particular to list names of students 
in an attempt to make a single group registration using a single name. This produces a host of major 
problems due to missing information and lack of adherence to the format of all the remaining entries.  
There were also problems with truncated abstracts, which appear to be caused by occurrence of 
scientific names in italics when enclosed in parenthesis. The committee organisers are more than willing 
to assist Science Atlantic in correcting these problems. This would go a long way to reducing the 
numerous emails required to obtaining missing information and clarification on provided information. 

 

Award Winners 
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Science Atlantic Undergraduate Research Award  
Oral, first place: Laryssa Halat (St. Francis Xavier University) 
Oral, second place: Kathleen Hipwell (Saint Mary's University) 
Oral, third place: Gregory Haller (Mount Saint Vincent University) 

Poster, first place: Zhengcheng He (University of Prince Edward Island) 
Poster, second place: Zoe O'Malley (University of New Brunswick, Fredericton) 
Poster, third place: Sasha Power (Saint Mary's University) 
Poster, honourable mention: Brianna Burns (Mount Saint Vincent University) 
Poster, honourable mention: Samantha Crowley (Dalhousie University) 

Science Atlantic Communication Award, sponsored by Canadian Science Publishing 
Laryssa Halat (St. Francis Xavier University) 

Botany Award, sponsored by the Canadian Botanical Association 
Oral: Michael Buckland-Nicks (Saint Mary's University) 
Poster: Hardy Strom (University of Prince Edward Island) 

Respectfully submitted,  
Alyre Chiasson, Chair 

Next Conference Information 

40th ChemCon (Catalyzing Community) May 21-23rd (Thurs-Sat), 2015, will be held at UNB Fredericton, 
Adam Dyker will be the faculty representative. 

 preliminary budget has been submitted 

 mail out to all chemistry departments and biochemistry 

 web site registration operational 

Speaker Tour 

The Speaker Tour Coordinator for 2014-15 was Sara Eisler UNB Fredericton (CIC/SciAtlantic).  Two 
speakers were scheduled: 

 Glen's Briand: 
o April 9 UdeM 
o March 26, CBU 
o March 25, StFX 
o March 19, Acadia visit was cancelled due to weather and is being rescheduled 

 Christopher Rowley: 
o October 24, UNBF 
o October 23, MTA 
o October 22, UPEI 

Holding Account  
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The Committee approved a request of $1,000 from the 2015 College Chemistry Canada Conference 
organizers and will be recognized as the sponsor of the keynote speaker.  The conference will be held 
in Halifax June 4-6, the first time it has ever been held in Nova Scotia. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ray Syvitski, Chair 

No update. 
 

Conference and Award Winners 

The 64th AUGC was held at the University of New Brunswick, Fredericton on October 23-25, 2014. 
Unlike the previous conference, the organizing committee this year used the online registration 
procedures and worked closely with Science Atlantic throughout the year.  Please encourage your 
committees to do so also. 

The conference included four field trips: Dave Lentz (UNB) and Kay Thorne (NBDEM), led a trip to Mount 
Pleasant Sn-Zn-Cu-In and W-Mo-Bi deposits in southwest New Brunswick; David Keighley (UNB) led a 
trip exploring the geology of the McCully Gas Field near Sussex, New Brunswick; Adrian Park (UNB) led 
a trip to the Saint John area and the Partridge Island Block; and Douglas Hall (UNB), John Spray (UNB), 
Lucy Thompson (UNB), Suporn Boonsue (UNB), and Cliff Shaw (UNB) offered students a tour of the 
various analytical facilities in Earth Sciences at UNB.  Thanks to all those offering trips. 

A total of 12 papers and nine posters were presented.  The AUGC Paper Award for best overall 
presentation was award to Jillian Kendrick (Dal).  The CSPG Award for best oral presentation was 
awarded to Dillon White (SMU).  The Imperial Oil Award for best poster was awarded to Haley Leblanc 
(SMU). The Frank Shea Memorial Award for the best presentation in Economic Geology was awarded 
to Nikolett Kovacs (MUN).  The CSEG Award for best geophysical presentation was awarded to Andrew 
Blagdon (MUN).  We await the final financial results of AUGC but the proposed budget was almost 
$18,000, up slightly from the previous year and preliminary results indicate breaking even within error. 

Sponsors included Imperial Oil, Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, ExxonMobil, Canadian 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists, University of New Brunswick’s Department of Geology and 
Students Union, Trevalli Mining Corporation, Wolfden Rersources Corporation, Engineers/Geoscientist 
New Brunswick, Science Atlantic, and Atlantic Geoscience Society. 

 

Next Conference 
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The next AUGC will be held at St. Mary’s University in Halifax at yet to be announced dates in late 
October 2015, hosted by the D Hope-Simpson Geological Club. 

Speaker Tour 

The 2014-15 Speakers Tour, co-sponsored by the Atlantic Geoscience Society, happened in the winter 
with two speakers. Chris McFarlane (UNB-F) presented two talks (Talk 1: Hydrothermal alteration: the 
role and record of coupled dissolution-reprecipitation; Talk 2: From grain scale to mountain scale: timing 
and timescales of evolving orogenic processes) on March 9 at St FX, March 23 at MUN, and March 27 at 
Dal. Deanne van Rooyen (CBU) presented Uncluttering and reactivating and the western Laurentian 
basement on February 9 at UNB, February 10 at SMU, and March 10 at Acadia.  

Committee Membership 

No meeting of the committee was held at AUGC as no members confirmed their attendance.  This is 
the third year that insufficient committee members have attended AUGC, a condemnation of both 
faculty attendance at AUGC from non-host universities and that the membership of the committee is 
not the same as those most regular attenders of AUGC. 

The committee last met on January 31, 2015 in conjunction with the Atlantic Geoscience Society Annual 
Colloquium in Sackville, NB where committee business was thoroughly discussed and continuing 
officers were confirmed after a call for a volunteer to replace the soon-to-retire chair was made without 
success. The next annual meeting of the committee will be held in Wolfville, NS in conjunction with the 
AGS meeting on February 6, 2016.  With luck an interim meeting can be held in conjunction with AUGC 
at SMU in October. 

Milton Graves (Dalhousie) remains as chair but is actively recruiting a replacement to be in place before 
his June retirement.  Jacob Hanley (SMU) continues as Speakers Tour Coordinator. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Milton Graves, Chair 
 

Conference and Award Winners 

The March 13-15, 2015, Environment student conference was held at Saint Mary’s University, organized 
by an excellent team of students under the supervision of Dr. Tony Charles. There were 62 people 
registered for the conference, with representation from eight universities from all four Atlantic 
Provinces.   This included ten faculty members, some of who were from SMU but normally do not attend 
Science Atlantic Environment conferences. There were 15 oral presentations and 12 poster 
presentations made by undergraduate and graduate students. All the presentations were very high 
quality and seven awards were given.  

 Oral Research Award (undergraduate): Nicole Shanahan, Grenfell Campus, Memorial University 
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 Oral Research Award (graduate): Sarah MacLeod, Dalhousie University 

 Poster Research Award (undergraduate): Marley Geddes, Dalhousie University 

 Poster Research Award (graduate): Marie-France Jones, UNB-Fredericton 

 Communication Award (oral): Emily Peters, Saint Mary's University 

 Communication Award (poster): Michael Buckland-Nicks, Saint Mary's University 

 KC Irving Environmental Science Centre Award: Monique Goguen, UNB-Fredericton 

Two excellent keynote addresses were presented by Elder Albert Marshall, Eskasoni First Nation, Cape 
Breton, NS, and Marty Janowitz, Vice President, Sustainable Development, Stantec, Dartmouth, NS.  

The conference was partially funded by SMU’s School of the Environment in conjunction with their 
Sustainability Week activities. The conference was able to generate a surplus and some funds helped 
to pay the registration fees for Memorial University students. The Environment Committee also agreed 
that some funds from the Environment Committee Holding Account could be used to cover some of 
the travel expenses for students from Memorial University.  

Université de Moncton will host the next Science Atlantic Environment Conference, which will be held 
on the second weekend of March 2016. 

Committee Meeting 

The committee met virtually on November 17, 2014 with seven members present and again on March 
13, 2015 at the conference at SMU, with five committee members present. Lois Whitehead, Executive 
Director, attended both meetings. While at both meetings the need for a Vice-Chair was discussed, 
there has still not been any volunteer for the position.  

While the Committee Holding Account had been built up over the last few years from conference 
surpluses, this decreased substantially last year with the necessity of covering the deficit from the 
March 2014 conference at St FX. Use of the holding funds to help Memorial University students attend 
the March 2015 conference further drew down the funds.  While the Holding Account is still slightly 
over $2,000, the Committee discussed the necessity of seeking external funding for conferences either 
from the host university or other sources. The Committee discussed that in the future the cost for 
Memorial students to attend the conference could be built into the conference registration fees. 

Discussion at both meetings also concerned the advantages and disadvantages of joining with the 
Biology and Fisheries & Aquaculture conference. Some felt that it was better to have a separate 
Environment conference as it was not then overwhelmed by the dominant themes of the larger 
conferences. Another felt that it made it simpler to organize logistically. Others felt that there was an 
advantage to joining with a larger conference as it was more of a special event for students. While the 
Committee decided to continue separately for next year, discussion concerned strategies to encourage 
students to attend the Environment conference. Some university departments overlap with both 
Biology and Fisheries & Aquaculture conferences and it is difficult for a department to send students to 
more than one conference. Besides obtaining enough funding to have free student registration, 
another suggestion was for professors to make it mandatory for their Honours students to present at 
the conference. It was also suggested that students who have done a fourth year major project or 
Directed Studies courses could be encouraged to present their work. It is also important to make 
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francophone students aware that they are able to attend and present their research in French. With 
the help of a summer student, Lois said that the conference web site template will be updated in the 
summer. It will then be bilingual. Conference abstracts can be submitted in either French or English. 
Other web site updates will also be made at that time. 

At the March 2015 meeting, Lois explained the proposed changes for the Science Atlantic Governing 
Council which were discussed at the last meeting in November and will be voted on at the Council 
meeting in April. The Committee is supportive of the changes. Lois explained that some other 
committees are currently or discussing creating an electronic journal of abstracts of the presentations 
at the annual conference. The Committee discussed the merits of doing this and felt that the current 
practice of putting the conference booklet on the Environment Committee web site was sufficient at 
this time.  

Committee Membership 

Nelson O'Driscoll Acadia University Linda Campbell SMU 

Daniel Rainham DAL-HRM Harunur Rashid MUN-SWGC 

Martin Mkandawire CBU Hugo Beltrami St.FX 

Norm Catto MUN Alain Patoine UdeM 

Ben Phillips MTA Van Lantz  UNB-F 

Raj Lada DAL-TRURO Carolyn Peach Brown 

(Chair) 

UPEI 

Heather Major UNB-SJ  

Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn Peach Brown, Chair 

Conference 

Our last conference was held in October 2014 at the University of New Brunswick in Saint John. 
Information on that meeting was made in our last report to Council.  

Next Conference Information 

The next conference will be held in October 2015 at Acadia University. 

Committee Business 

Our conference in October 2014 ran a surplus and so the Mathematics and Statistics Committee has 
agreed to fund an Undergraduate Student Research Session at the Summer Meeting of the Canadian 
Mathematical Society. That meeting is being held at UPEI in June 2015. The session will be advertised 
as sponsored by the Science Atlantic Mathematics and Statistics committee.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gordon MacDonald, Chair 
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This past February, David Hornidge was elected Chair of the Physics and Astronomy Committee. 

Conference 

This year the Atlantic Universities Physics and Astronomy Conference (AUPAC) was held at Mount 
Allison.  There were 104 student delegates, 11 professors, and nine graduate fair representatives.  
Overall budget was close to $12,000 with a surplus of $500.  The temperature averaged 253 KELVIN!  
But the hospitality was much warmer.  Dr Jaymie Matthews from UBC gave an excellent keynote 
presentation on Saturday night, and the number of pictures taken with students is the same order of 
magnitude as the number of asteroids in the solar system.  We held our first “Women in Physics” 
discussion panel.  Simon Maynell from Dalhousie is a repeat first place winner for best presentation.  
Other prize winners were Kyle Marshall (Acadia), Kelly Foran (Mt. A), Hong Yi Shi Yang (Dal), Daniel 
Abarbanel (Dal), and Andrew Cameron (UPEI). 

Next Conference 

Next year’s conference will be held at Memorial University in February 2016.  We are looking into 
chartering a plane and will use some of our reserves to support student travel. The top prize for the 
next conference will be named in honour of David Tindall and Michael Steinitz, two long time 
contributors to Science Atlantic (formerly APICS).   

Speaker Tour 

This spring, Canadian Association of Physicists lectures were given at UNB, Mt. Allison, UdeM, UPEI, 
StFX, Dal, SMU and MUN.  Invited speakers were Kris Poduska (MUN), Carlos Silva (Université de 
Montreal), and Pablo Bianucci (Concordia).  The theme was “The Year of Light”.  Our committee 
supported the tour with an $800 contribution.   

Respectfully submitted,  
Carl Adams, Past Chair 

No update. 
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Please accept the following as the 2015 report of the Hall of Fame Committee.  

Nominations to 2015 Science Atlantic Hall of Fame 

The Hall of Fame Committee met and discussed nominees for the Outstanding Contributing Member 
and Outstanding Alumna/Alumnus categories. No nominations had been received for the Outstanding 
Member or Volunteer Service Award designations.        
 
The Committee unanimously recommended the following:    

 that Dr. Allen J. Britten be awarded “Outstanding Contributing Member” designation;  

 that Dr. David H. S. Richardson be awarded "Outstanding Contributing Member” designation; 
and 

 that Ms. Holly Baker be awarded “Outstanding Alumna” designation.  
 
Dr. Allen J. Britten, of Cape Breton University, is a leading figure in Analytical Chemistry who has 
fostered science education in high schools and universities throughout Nova Scotia. In his capacity as 
the Chairperson of the Department of Physical and Applied Sciences as well as the Dean of the School 
of Science and Technology, Dr. Britten has also spread science awareness to the community.       
 
Dr. Britten served as the Cape Breton University representative to the then Atlantic Provinces Council 
on the Sciences (APICS) from 2004 to 2011 and hosted the Annual Atlantic Deans of Arts and Science 
Meeting as well as the APICS Fall Council Session in November 2005. In addition, Dr. Britten also served 
as an Executive Member-at-Large from 2005 to 2009. Aside for his own participation, Dr. Britten has 
encouraged and supported student and faculty participation in various Science Atlantic conferences, 
events, and activities.           
 
Dr. Britten is an outstanding academic with many teaching, research, and service successes throughout 
his career. The Hall of Fame Committee believes Dr. Allen J. Britten deserves to be recognized as an 
“Outstanding Contributing Member” to Science Atlantic. 
   
Dr. David H. S. Richardson, of Saint Mary’s University, has an extensive teaching career in Canada and 
abroad.  Dr. Richardson’s research specialization is on lichens and has published two books on the 
subject as well as numerous articles and reports.  During his academic career, Dr. Richardson has also 
been involved with various committees and journals.              
 
Dr. Richardson was the Dean of Science from September 1993 to July 2006. For the duration of this 
time period, he served as a Council Member for the then Atlantic Provinces Council on the Sciences 
(APICS). From November 1997 to November 1999, Dr. Richardson also served as an Executive Member-
at-Large. In addition, Dr. Richardson served as the Vice-Chair of Council from November 1999 until his 
retirement as the Dean of Science.  
 
Dr. Richardson is an outstanding academic with many successes in teaching, research, and service. The 
Hall of Fame Committee believes Dr. David H. S. Richardson deserves to be recognized as an 
“Outstanding Contributing Member” to Science Atlantic.  
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Ms. Holly Baker completed a Bachelor of Science (Honours) degree in Physics with Minors in 
Mathematics and French in May 2009 at Memorial University of Newfoundland. Following this, she 
completed a Graduate Diploma in Science Communication at Laurentian University and Science North 
in May 2010. Since April 2012, Ms. Baker has been employed as the Assistant National Outreach 
Coordinator for Let’s Talk Science.  Before this, Ms. Baker had been employed as the Program 
Administrator for Women in Science and Engineering (WISE) for Newfoundland and Labrador. 
Beginning in high school and continuing to the present, Ms. Baker has sought to advance interest in 
science in others.   
 
While attending Memorial University, Ms. Baker served as a Student Volunteer who helped to organize 
the 2006 Atlantic Undergraduate Physics and Astronomy Conference held in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
During her academic studies, Ms. Baker also presented her research at the 2007 Atlantic Undergraduate 
Physics and Astronomy Conference (held in Sackville, New Brunswick) and the 2008 Atlantic 
Undergraduate Physics and Astronomy Conference (held in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island). As a 
result of these presentations, she received a national-level, poster award at the 2008 Canadian 
Undergraduate Physics Conference held at the University of Toronto in Toronto, Ontario.  
 
Ms. Baker is an outstanding mentor and role model. The Hall of Fame Committee believes Ms. Holly 
Baker deserves to be recognized as an “Outstanding Alumna” to Science Atlantic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Steven M. Smith  
Chair, Hall of Fame Committee 
 
 


