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No update. 

No update. 

This report covers the period from the last Council meeting in April, 2014, to and including the Biology 
Committee meeting and workshop held on November 7 and 8th, 2014, at the Université de Moncton. 

Conference details 

The conference held in March 2014 was included in the April 2014 report.  Alyre Chiasson reported 
that preparations for the 2015 Biology and Aquaculture & Fisheries conferences are well underway, a 
pre-conference poster was sent out in September, hotel rooms have been booked, meals have been 
arranged and the various subcommittees have been appointed. The dates for the conferences are 
March 7 to the 8th, 2015, at Université de Moncton. The conference web page is currently in design 
phase and a target date of December 1, 2015 has been set for the launch. 

Fall faculty workshop: The value and importance of hands on labs 

There were some new faces at this meeting, namely Karen Crosby (Mount A) and Cory Bishop (St. FX). 
The turnout was excellent.  

The theme of the Saturday workshop was the value and importance of hands on labs in providing the 
necessary job skills that employers are seeking. Labs are more expensive to run than classes and there 
appear to be pressures to eliminate, cycle or replace labs with virtual online sessions. The committee 
is of the belief that reals labs provide real and essential skills and are an integral and essential part of 
the learning experience in biology. The committee is currently looking at doing a survey among 
students from the SA member universities as to how they rate the importance of labs in their current 
education and their perceived value when it comes to the job market. A number of members are 
consulting the ethics committees of their respective institutions for proper procedures involving 
human subjects in the context of this survey.  

Secondly, the committee is considering a hands biology experiment day to be run simultaneously 
across member universities.  This may also involve pairing high school students with university 
students. We are also considering pairing these experiments with other countries, namely France and 
England.  The committee is open to ideas from Council about how to make this happen and will of 
course require the use of labs, probably on a Saturday. Students will use the internet to communicate 
with each other and form research teams. We are also open to the suggestions regarding sources of 
financial support for this initiative. 

Finally, a number of members are concerned about how the culture of liability is resulting in 
increasing paperwork, stress and tension in the work place. All members value the importance of 
safety. We suggest an open dialogue between university safety committees and individuals running 
the labs that results in appropriate but not excessive restrictions; for example, the need to acquire 
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waivers from students to cross the road to collect plant samples on campus. There is considerable 
variation in approach across institutions and it is felt that a standardized approach that respects 
existing work and safety regulations would be of great help in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Alyre Chiasson, Chair 

Conference 

Summary of 39th ChemCon 22-24, May, 2014 Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia: 

a. Conference was reasonably successful with 96 registered attendants 
b. 26 oral and 24 poster presentations 
c. Prize winners see Science Atlantic web site: 

http://scienceatlantic.ca/ocs/ocs/index.php/chem/Chemistry 
d. even though the conference was scheduled so that it did not coincide with graduation events, 

a number of universities did not attend 
e. this year’s conference had issues with getting Acadia students to participate in the 

organization 

Based on the issues identified during this year’s conference and the need to increase participation of 
universities, students and faculty, a long discussion ensued regarding the scheduling of conferences, 
means of increasing attendance and travel awards. 

The committee discussed an altered method of conference bidding. At the banquet universities will 
bid for the conference in two years’ time (except for the 2015 conference for which two bids will be 
allowed for the 2016 and 2017 conferences). Bidding will occur two years in advance to allow the 
respective chemistry societies to promote themselves internally to increase participation, extend 
their fund-raising efforts, inform Deans well in advance, set up distribution lists using the Wiggio 
(which keeps chair/co-chair abreast of progress), and organize volunteers.  

The committee noted that the two year advanced bidding poses an issue in that it will be the 2nd 
year students who ultimately will be hosting the conference. In an effort to encourage participation 
and allow the 2nd years to get involved at an early stage, the top $1000 prize (which, due to the loss 
of Sepracor sponsorship, has been covered by conference funds) will be reallocated into travel 
awards for 2nd and 3rd year students to attend the current year’s conference.  

Next Conference Information  

The 40th annual Undergraduate Student Chemistry Conference (ChemCon 2014) will be held at UNB 
Fredericton, May 21-23rd (Thurs-Sat), 2015. Adam Dyker will be the faculty representative. 

Committee Business  

a. Ray was reinstated as chair for a 2nd term which will end Spring of 2016. 
b. Bobby Ellis was  elected as co-chair 
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c. New industry funding to replace Sepracor will not be pursued at this time. 
d. The chemistry committee recently received a request from Mary Shepard (co-organizer for 

the College Chemistry Canada Conference, June 4 to 6, 2015 at Mount Saint Vincent 
University) regarding seed funding to support travel costs for an invited speaker. We 
supported the C3 two years ago in Corner Brook NL and the consensus among the chemistry 
committee is that we support this C3 $1000 as well. As in 2013, the visiting speaker is now 
listed as the Science Atlantic Invited Speaker for the conference. 

e. For the ChemCon in Fredericton an invitation will be sent out to faculties that are associated 
with chemistry such as biochemistry at Dalhousie. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ray Syvitski, Chair 

Conference and Award Winners 

a. Held on October 3-4, 2014 at University of New Brunswick (Saint John) 
b. Attendance was good with 171 total overall participants between CS, Math and Stats (48 

faculty, 99 undergrads, 17 grad and 7 others) 
c. 17 teams participated in the programming competition (down 4 from the past year). Notably 

St. Mary’s did not participate and some universities had less participation than in the past 
(UNB Fredericton). There were 4 undergrad CS talks and 4 CS contributed talks. 

d. Prize winners were: 
 
Computer Science Programming Competition Award 
1st place: Evan MacNeil, Corinne Madsen, Steve Scott (Mount Allison) 
2nd place: Alec Gordon, Jessica Blanchard, Brandon Smith (UNB – Saint John) 
3rd place: Alexander Zinck, Tyler Blair, Raphael Bronfman-Nadas (Dalhousie) 
 
Best Oral Presentation (Research Award) 
1st place: Karen Korstanje (Mount Allison) 
2nd place: Nikita Volodin (University of Prince Edward Island) 
3rd place: Mariah Martin Shein (Mount Allison) 
4th place: Frederico Mora (Mount Allison) 
 

e. Speakers included: 

 John McLoughlin (UNB - Fredericton) - the Blundon Lecture 

 Erica Moodie (McGill) - the Field Lecture 

 Manuela Veloso (Carnegie Mellon) - the Sedgwick Lecture 

 

Next Conference Information 
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The next conference will be held at Acadia University on October 16-17, 2015. The date is tentative as 
it needs to be checked with other local activities. 

Committee Meeting Updates 

There was significant discussion at the CS committee meeting concerning sustaining and increasing 
the participation in the conference. There is more activities and opportunities for people’s time and 
thus we need to be active. Items of discussion for included: 

a. Programming competitions versus hackathons 
b. Strategies to increase faculty participation through talks and workshops 
c. Financial support of students to attend 
d. Attracting graduate student participation through research talks 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kenneth Kent, Chair 

Conference and Award Winners 

The 64th AUGC was held at the University of New Brunswick, Fredericton on 23-25 October 2014. 
Unlike the previous conference, the organizing committee this year used the online registration 
procedures and worked closely with Science Atlantic throughout the year.  Please encourage your 
committees to do so also. 

The conference included four field trips: Dave Lentz (UNB ) and Kay Thorne (NBDEM), led a trip to 
Mount Pleasant Sn-Zn-Cu-In and W-Mo-Bi deposits in southwest New Brunswick; David Keighley 
(UNB) led a trip exploring the geology of the McCully Gas Field near Sussex, New Brunswick; Adrian 
Park (UNB) led a trip to the Saint John area and the Partridge Island Block; and Douglas Hall (UNB), 
John Spray (UNB), Lucy Thompson (UNB), Suporn Boonsue (UNB), and Cliff Shaw (UNB) offered 
students a tour of the various analytical facilities in Earth Sciences at UNB.  Thanks to all those 
offering trips.   

A total of 12 papers and 9 posters were presented.  The AUGC Paper Award for best overall 
presentation was award to Jillian Kendrick (Dal).  The CSPG Award for best oral presentation was 
awarded to Dillon White (SMU).  The Imperial Oil Award for best poster was awarded to Haley 
Leblanc (SMU). The Frank Shea Memorial Award for the best presentation in Economic Geology was 
awarded to Nikolett Kovacs (MUN).  The CSEG Award for best geophysical presentation was awarded 
to Andrew Blagdon (MUN).  We await the final financial results of AUGC but the proposed budget was 
almost $18,000, up slightly from the previous year. 

Sponsors included Imperial Oil, Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, ExxonMobil, Canadian 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists, University of New Brunswick’s Department of Geology and 
Students Union, Trevalli Mining Corporation, Wolfden Rersources Corporation, Engineers/ 
Geoscientist New Brunswick, Science Atlantic, and the Atlantic Geoscience Society. 
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Next Conference Information 

The next AUGC will be held at St. Mary’s University in Halifax at yet to be announced dates in late 
October 2015 hosted by the D Hope-Simpson Geological Club.  

Speaker Tour 

The 2014/15 speaker tour, co-sponsored by the Atlantic Geoscience Society plans 2 speakers: Chris 
McFarlane (UNB-F) and Deanne van Rooyen (CBU). Both tours will be held in the winter term and are 
still to be finalized.    

Committee Membership 

No meeting of the committee was held at AUGC as no members confirmed their attendance.  This is 
the third year that insufficient committee members have attended AUGC, a condemnation of both 
faculty attendance at AUGC from non-host universities and that the membership of the committee is 
not the same as those most regular attenders of AUGC.  The last formal meeting of the committee 
was of six committee members (and a guest) met on February 8, 2014 in conjunction with the Atlantic 
Geoscience Society Annual Colloquium in Wolfville, NS where committee business was thoroughly 
discussed and continuing officers were confirmed. The next meeting of the committee will be held in 
Sackville, NB in conjunction with the AGS meeting on January 31, 2015. 

Milton Graves (Dalhousie) remains as chair and Jacob Hanley (SMU) speakers tour coordinator. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Milton Graves, Chair 

Conference 

The March 14-16 2014 Environment Student Conference was the first time in a number of years that 
the Environment Committee held its annual conference apart from the Science Atlantic Biology and 
Fisheries and Aquaculture conference. It was hosted by St. Francis Xavier University. While 
attendance was low with 36 undergraduate, graduate students and faculty participating, the 
conference featured high quality presentations. Two excellent keynote addresses were presented by 
Dr. David Burton, Professor, Faculty of Agriculture, Dalhousie University and Mr. Trevor Floyd, 
Executive Assistant to the Minister of the Environment for Nova Scotia. The conference tried two new 
features this year with some short courses and lab tours on the Friday afternoon, presented by 
different faculty at St FX, and a panel discussion on Saturday evening with five St FX alumnae who are 
working in various environmental fields. Students found it helpful to hear about their educational 
background and career paths, and their perspectives on the skills needed to work in different 
environmental careers.  

The committee agreed that some funds from the Environment committee account could be used to 
cover some of the expenses associated with the conference.  

The Environment Committee has decided to hold its own conference separate from Biology and A&F 
again this coming year. It will be hosted by Saint Mary’s University from March 13 - 14, 2015.  
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Committee Changes 

Membership Update:  

 Linda Campbell has joined the committee as the representative for Saint Mary’s University, 
taking the place of Tony Charles. Her research focuses on aquatic ecosystem health. 

 Ben Phillips is the new representative from Mount Allison University. Ben is a technician and 
laboratory instructor in the Department of Geography and Environment. 

 Harunur Rashid is replacing Christine Campbell, who is on sabbatical leave, as the 
representative for Memorial University – Grenfell campus. His research interests are in 
paleoceanography and plaeoclimatology; past global environmental changes; ocean 
circulation; Indian monsoon; Indian Ocean circulation; continental margin sedimentation; 
slope instability and geohazards. 

 Hugo Beltrami is replacing Dave Risk, who is on sabbatical leave, as the representative for St. 
FX. His research interests include climate change, continental energy, borehole 
paleoclimatology, climate models and paleoclimate, land surface processes, and physical 
processes in biogeochemistry. 

 Heather Major is the new representative from the University of New Brunswick – Saint John 
campus. Her research interests include habitat selection, life-history strategies, population 
biology, behaviour, island restoration, and applied conservation of seabirds. She replaces Jeff 
Houlahan.  

 Martin Mkandawire is the new representative from Cape Breton University. He is the 
Industrial Research Chair in Mine Water Remediation and Management. He replaces Bill 
Bailey. 

 Rajasekaran R. Lada is the new representative from Dalhousie University-Truro campus, 
replacing Gordon Brewster who has stepped down. His research is focused on Seed, Plant, 
Tree, Stress and Ecophysiology of various horticultural ecosystems (vegetables, fruits, 
siliviculture, medicinal aromatic plants, spices and plantation crops). 

 Carolyn Peach Brown, University of Prince Edward Island replaced Daniel Rainham as the 
new chair of the committee in May 2014. Dave Risk stepped down as Vice-Chair while on 
sabbatical and a replacement is being sought. 

The committee will meet virtually in early November. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn Peach Brown, Chair 
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Conference and Award Winners 

The annual Science Atlantic Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science conference was held at the 
University of New Brunswick at Saint John from October 4 to October 5, 2014. Over 180 people 
attended the conference, including over 100 undergraduate students. As usual the first major events 
were the Mathematics Problem Solving Competition and the Computer Science Programming 
Competition on Friday afternoon. There were eighteen teams competing in the Mathematics 
competition. On Friday evening, the Sedgwick Lecture was presented by Manuela Veloso of Carnegie 
Mellon University. Manuela spoke on Symbiotic Autonomous Mobile Service Robots. This was 
followed by a welcoming reception.  

Saturday was the main day for the conference. The morning and early afternoon was mostly occupied 
by undergraduate student research talks. There were 18 undergraduate talks in either mathematics 
or statistics. Just before lunch, John McLoughlin of University of New Brunswick Fredericton 
presented the Sedgwick Lecture on Doing Mathematics through Problem Solving and Problem Posing. 
On Saturday afternoon, there were a number of contributed talks by both faculty and graduate 
students, and mid afternoon Erica Moodie of McGill University presented the Field Lecture on 
dynamic treatment Regimes: Quantitative Tools for the Personalization of Medicine.  

On Saturday evening, the conference banquet was held at a nearby hotel. As part of the program at 
the banquet, prizes were awarded for the top three teams in the Mathematics Problem Solving 
Competition, and prizes were awarded to the top four undergraduate student talks in Mathematics 
and the top four undergraduate student talks in Statistics: 

Math problem solving competition awards 
1st place: Dylan Day and Matthew van Bommel, Acadia University (Dalhousie)  
2nd place: John MacMillan and Kathleen MacMillan (Mount Allison) 
3rd place: Christopher Pardy and Brandon Thome (Memorial) 

Math undergraduate research talk awards 
1st place: Yuhuai Wu (UNB) for his talk on Discrete Equidecomposability and Period Collapse 
2nd place: Emily Rosta (CBU) for her talk on Existence of Weak Solutions to a Non-Linear 
Direchlet Problem 
3rd place: Rejean Leblanc (Mount Allison) for his talk on Counting categories with n morphisms 
4th place (tie): Brandon Doherty (UNB) for his talk on Global Dimensions of Endomorphism Rings 
4th place (tie): Peter Graves-Ackerley (SMU) for his talk on an Approximate Version of Specht’s 
Theorem 
4th place (tie): Matt Trace (Acadia) for his talk on Skolem Labelled Graphs 

Stats undergraduate research talk awards 
1st place: Matthew van Bommel (Acadia) for his talk on Stage-wise surrogate modeling of Tidal 
Power Functions 
2nd place: Zhouquin (Mary) He (StFX) for her talk on Business Failure Prediction For Canadian 
Organizations using Data Mining Techniques 
3rd place: Dylan Day (Acadia) for his talk on Self-similar Distributions with Uniform Marginals 
4th place (tie): Jon Smith (Acadia) for his talk on Tidal Validation in the Bay of Fundy 
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The last order of business at the banquet was recognition of Merzik Kamel (UNBSJ), former member 
and Chair of the Committee, who received an Outstanding Contributing Member Award from Science 
Atlantic for his many years of valuable service to the organization. 

Major sponsors: Science Atlantic, AARMS (Atlantic Association for Research in the Mathematical 
Sciences) and the University of New Brunswick at Saint John. 

Other sponsors: the Statistical Society of Canada, Maplesoft, Innovatia, Enterprise Saint John, the 
Canadian Mathematical Society (and its Undergraduate Committee), Pearson Education, Planet 
Hatch, J.D. Irving Ltd., NB Power, UNBSJ Student’s Representative Council and the Canadian Nuclear 
Safety Commission. 

Conference Organizer: Mohammad Hamdan, UNBSJ 

Next Conference Information 

The 2015 conference will be held at Acadia University, in late October. 

Committee Business 

As mentioned in previous reports, we have reached a tentative agreement with AARMS for stable 
funding for the conference matching Science Atlantic’s contribution. At the joint meeting of the 
Math&Stats committee and the Computer Science Committee, this agreement was ratified, and a 
name change for the conference was approved: The Atlantic Universities Mathematics, Statistics and 
Computer Science conference – a Science Atlantic conference with major sponsor the Atlantic 
Association for Research in the Mathematical Sciences.  No doubt a shorter, informal name for the 
conference will evolve. 

The committee also put in place a subcommittee to oversee a new annual initiative (this was 
mentioned in last year’s report, but will first happen in 2015) called The Reckoning. We will support 
and promote one or two minilectures at the conference by local Mathematics and Statistics faculty. 
Faculty would be chosen based on a competitive process, which will assess quality and general 
interest of work and ability to give dynamic and enlightening short talk on a research topic.  

The executive of the committee is: Gordon MacDonald (chair, reelected to a two year term), Scott 
Rodney (vice chair, reelected to a two year term) and Robert Dawson (secretary, ongoing).  

Respectfully submitted, 
Gordon MacDonald, Chair 

No update. 

No update.


