
 

Science	Atlantic:	Environment		
Conference	Sponsorship	Options	

	
The	 mission	 of	 Science	 Atlantic	 is	 to	 advance	 post-secondary	 science	
education	and	research	in	Atlantic	Canada	by:	

¥ Providing	opportunities	that	foster	and	enrich	students	
¥ Supporting	and	inspiring	researchers	and	educators	
¥ Using	our	collective	voice	to	address	important	regional	science	issues	

The	 annual	 Science	 Atlantic:	 Environment	 conference	 is	 attended	 by	
approximately	 60-80	 top	 undergraduate	 and	 graduate	 students	 crossing	
disciplines	 such	 as	 Biology,	 Environment	 and	 Natural	 Resources,	
Environmental	 Sustainability,	 Engineering,	 Earth	 Sciences	 and	 faculty	 from	
across	Atlantic	Canada.			
	
UNB’s	Faculty	of	Forestry	and	Environmental	Management	in	Fredericton	NB	
will	 host	 the	 conference	March	 3-5,	 2017.	 	 There	 will	 be	 student	 oral	 and	
poster	 presentations,	 as	 well	 as	 keynote	 speakers	 and	 an	 influential	 First	
Nations	engagement	activity.		Top	student	presenters	receive	cash	prizes	and	
all	gain	experience	in	presenting	at	a	scientific	conference.	We	will	also	have	a	
student	job	fair/trade	show	area	in	the	foyer	for	organizations	that	would	like	
to	have	a	table	and	display	to	highlight	their	company/group.	
	
Student	 fees	 for	 the	 annual	 two-day	 conference	 are	 kept	 to	 a	 minimum	
through	 the	 generous	 support	 of	 our	 sponsors.	 In	 return,	 we	 are	 happy	 to	
provide	the	following	recognition:		
	

	
PLATINUM	LEVEL	(maximum	two	per	conference)	($2500+)	

	

Platinum	sponsors	receive	maximum	exposure	to	all	conference	delegates	as	
well	as	to	the	entire	Science	Atlantic	community.	
	
• Logo	and	website	link	included	on	Science	Atlantic’s	year	round	sponsor	
webpage		

• Named	sponsor	of	a	keynote	speaker	or	the	conference	poster	session		

presents
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Welcome Message
On behalf of the 2017 Science Atlantic: 
Environment conference organizing committee, 
I am thrilled to be able to welcome you to 
Fredericton, New Brunswick.  We also want 
to acknowledge the land on which we will 
gather is the traditional unceded territory of 
the Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq 
peoples. To honour this, and help build 
towards Truth and Reconciliation, we have 
planned a powerful aboriginal exercise during 
the Friday evening meet-and-greet and hope 
everyone plans to attend. We are excited to 
help (re)-strengthen our connection with 

the environment, by “playing” outside for part of the first morning of the 
conference.

The UNB Faculty of Forestry and Environmental Management has a history 
of more than 100 years of teaching about the trees, plants, water, and wildlife.  
The development of the Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) program 
and associated courses has brought an ever more diverse range of students 
that learn and study about stewardship and management for present and 
future generations.

I am so excited to help present such a breadth of research talks and posters 
by undergraduate and graduate students from across the region.  Please take 
full advantage and step outside of your “wheel-house” of experience and 
attend talks and ask questions of the poster presenters to expand your own 
“environmental literacy”. 

One of my favourite quote comes from a great movie that explores our 
relationship with the land and the conflicts that invariably arise with the need 
for “things”, or “thneeds”, and I think it speaks to why we are all drawn to the 
study of environmental sciences on some level.

UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better. It’s not. 

- The Lorax

Dr. Michelle Gray, Associate Professor
Faculty of Forestry  & Environmental Management, UNB
Conference Organizing Chair
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Date Time Activity Location

FRIDAY  
3 MARCH 6:00-9:00 P.M.

Meet and greet and 
registration package 
pickup Alumni Building

7:00-8:00 P.M.
First Nations Blanket 
Exercise Alumni Building

SATURDAY 
4 MARCH 8:00 A.M. Poster and vendor set-up

Tilley Hall Foyer and 
Poster room (Singer 
161)

8:45 A.M. Welcome Tilley Hall Auditorium

9:00-11:00 A.M. Great Minds Think Outside
Quad in front of 
Tilley/HIL

11:00-11:30 A.M.

Coffee/Hot Chocolate and 
snack break/Poster 
viewing

Session 1A: Oral 
Presentations

Tilley Rm 104

Session 1B: Oral 
Presentations Singer Rm 151

12:30 - 1:40 P.M. LUNCH/POSTER VIEWING Singer Rm 161
Session 2A: Oral 
Presentations Tilley Rm 104
Session 2B: Oral 
Presentation Singer Rm 151

3:00-3:30 P.M.
COFFEE BREAK/POSTER 
VIEWING Singer Rm 161
Session 3A: Oral 
Presentations Tilley Rm 104
Session 3B: Oral 
Presentations Singer Rm 161

6:30-10:00 P.M. BANQUET
GRIMROSS
600 Bishop Drive

SUNDAY
5 MARCH

Session 4A: Oral 
Presentations Tilley Rm 104
Session 4B: Oral 
Presentations Singer Rm 151

11:00-11:30 A.M.
COFFEE BREAK/JUDGES 
DISCUSS/ADJUDICATE

11:30-12:00 P.M.

AWARDS AND 
CONFERENCE
WRAP-UP.  Closing 
Statements Tilley Auditorium

12:00-1:00 P.M.

Science Atlantic: 
Environment Committee 
Meeting F/G Rm 202

11:30 -12:30 P.M.

3:30-4:45 P.M.

1:40-3 :00 P.M.

9:00-11:00 A.M.
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58. Singer Hall
63. Tilley Hall
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4. Alumni Building

22. Forestry 
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GREAT MINDS THINK OUTSIDE
 
Launched in 2015, Great Minds 
Think Outside feeds creativity, 
improves well-being and 
grows environmental stewards 
through innovative outdoor 
learning.
 
Great Minds Think Outside is a hands-on, curriculum-linked, 
outdoor professional development program that will give teachers 
and educators the skills, tools, and resources they need to teach 
their students outside – whatever the subject matter!
 
This program combines a wide range of theoretical concepts 
leads (Adventure Wave, Joseph Cornell’s Stages of Flow Learning 
TM, Experiential Learning Model) to which can be adapted to 
suit groups based on their individual needs. Great Minds Think 
Outside incorporates the sequenced “broad strokes” of briefing, 
fun high energy activity, focusing attention/reflecting experiences, 
debriefing which hopefully leads the participants to transfer the 
acquired learnings to their schools, homes and or workplaces.
 
Additionally, this program allows for more time spent outside, 
both during and beyond the training, an activity that is often put 
aside, but that is oh-so essential to our overall wellness.

nben.ca/index.php/en/great-minds-think-outside



KAIROS BLANKET EXERCISE
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise is an 
interactive learning experience that teaches 
the Indigenous rights history we’re rarely 
taught. Developed in response to the 
1996 Report of the Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples—which recommended 
education on Canadian-Indigenous history 
as one of the key steps to reconciliation, 
the Blanket Exercise covers over 500 years of history in a one+ 
hour participatory workshop.

Blanket Exercise participants take on the roles of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada. Standing on blankets that represent 
the land, they walk through pre-contact, treaty-making, 
colonization, and resistance. They are directed by facilitators 
representing a narrator and the European colonizers. 
Participants are drawn into the experience by listening to  
scrolls and carrying cards which ultimately determine their 
outcomes. By engaging on an emotional and intellectual level, 
the Blanket Exercise effectively educates and increases empathy. 
The exercise is followed by a debriefing session in which 
participants have the opportunity to discuss the experience as a 
group. This often takes the form of a talking circle.

kairosblanketexercise.org
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BANQUET - GRIMROSS BREWING COMPANY
 
Drinks and Venue
Grimross Brewing Company is a small craft 
brewery located in Fredericton, New Brunswick.  
Grimross seeks to craft wonderfully tasty 
Maritime beers. Although they don’t intend to 
produce a single “style” of beer, owner and head 
brewer Stephen Dixon is inspired by the brewers 
of Belgium and Northern France.

The Belgian brewers have produced a wide array of tastes and are 
renowned for their irreverent approach to brewing. Belgian brewers 
were some of the first to explore using different ingredients such as 
spices and fruit and explore different approaches to fermentation. 
The name Grimross comes from an Island in the St. John River 
where the owner remembers spending many of his summers 
boating nearby.

Located at 600  Bishop Drive, the Grimross Brewing Company has 
a warm and inviting location and offers brewery tours on request.   

Grimross.com   



Good Eats
Caribbean Flavas is a “casual dining 
restaurant” in downtown Fredericton 
that started as part of the UNB MBA 
Entrepreneurship & BBA requirements 
based on the ideas of Naz and his sisters   
Zi & Za. 

Since 2004 Caribbean Flavas has offered an exciting fusion 
style of cooking in a tropical décor with Caribbean music, filled 
with warm “family type” personalities, love & passion that will 
surely make your dining experience enjoyable.  All the recipes 
have been passed down through the generations, all the way 
back from when their Great Grandparents came over on the 
slave boats to the Caribbean Islands.  The food features many 
different cultures and cuisines handed down through several 
generations.  

Located at 123 York Street in the heart of downtown, Caribbean 
Flavas offers a unique dining experience and wonderful 
hospitality. 

Caribbean Flavas has paired with Grimross to provide catering 
and allowing patrons to experience a variety of flavours.        

caribbeanflavas.ca
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Tilley Presentations - Saturday 
Session 1 - A

11:30 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.

Selective feeding by Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis) and 
Muskellunge (Esox masquinongy) below a large hydro-electric 
Dam. 

Kaleb Zelman, Graduate Student
Univeristy of New Brunswick, Fredericton

11: 50 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.

Near dam, spatio-temporal distribution of migrating American 
eel elvers and juvenile eels in the downstream reach of the 
Mactaquac Generating Station.

Brittany Dixon,  Graduate Student
Univeristy of New Brunswick, Fredericton

12:10 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Atlantic salmon kelt overwintering behaviour and spring 
migration rates in the Mactaquac Reservoir and Saint John 
River.

Amanda Babin, Graduate Student
Univeristy of New Brunswick, Fredericton
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Singer Presentations - Saturday 
Session 1 - B
 

11:30 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.

Wolfville local food bucks: A farmers market coupon program 
designed to increase community food security.

Jessica Wall, Undergraduate Student
Acadia University

11: 50 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.

Legislation and policy gaps pertaining to tidal power licensing 
and permitting in Canada and the United States.

Emma Andrews,  Graduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 

12:10 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Citizen science investigation of red squirrel (Tamiasciurus 
hudsonicus) and eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus) 
distribution and abundance in Newfoundland.

Heather Spicer,  Undergraduate Student
Memorial University, Grenfell Campus 
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Tilley Presentations - Saturday
Session 2 - A

1:40 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

The effect of temperature on growth, mortality, and settlement 
of larval ribbed mussels (Geukensia demissa). 

Spencer Virgin, Graduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 

2:00 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Spatial variation of the phytoplankton communities induced by 
the hydropower dam: A case study in the Mactaquac reservoir, 
New Brunswick, Canada.

Huy Nguyen, Graduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 

2:20 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

Exploring the impact of Didymosphenia geminata nuisance 
growths on juvenile Atlantic salmon.

Carole-Anne Gillis, Graduate Student
INRS Centre Eau Terre Environnement

2:40 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Investigations on Argulus canadensis, a common ectoparasite 
infecting Atlantic salmon in the St. John River, New Brunswick.

Tyler Lynn, Graduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 
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Singer Presentations - Saturday 
Session 2 - B

1:40 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Evaluating the presence and abundance of freshwater mussels in 
the Saint John River, New Brunswick.

Hilary MacLean, Undergraduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton
 
2:00 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Growth of ribbed mussels (Geukensia demissa) near their 
northern range limit (Maritime Canada): the effect of site and 
habitat type.

Kristyn Lyons, Undergraduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton

2:20 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

Do landscape variables influence the spatial variability of 
tributary temperature?: A study of three sub-watersheds located 
in the Miramichi Watershed, New Brunswick 

Antóin M. O’Sullivan, Graduate Student 
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton
 
2:40 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Patterns in the biotic community after 6 years of salt marsh 
restoration in the upper Bay of Fundy

Allen Beck, Graduate Student 
University of New Brunswick, Frederiction 
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Tilley Presentations - Saturday 
Session 3 - A

3:30 p.m. - 3:50 p.m.

Mapping fluvial geomorphology, stream characterization from 
high-resolution aerial imagery and artificial neural networks.

Joseph Cormier, Undergraduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton  

3:50 p.m. - 4:10 p.m.

Urban surface water runoff on Dalhousie’s Studley Campus.

Kevin Brown, Undergraduate Student
Dalhousie University

4:10 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Quantitative modeling of existing and future fish habitats in the 
Saint John River.

Bernhard Wegscheider, PhD Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 
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Singer Presentations - Saturday 
Session 3 - B
 

3:30 p.m. - 3:50 p.m.

Inorganic carbon cycling in Scotian Shelf waters.

Wanying Ji, Undergraduate Student
Dalhousie University

3:50 p.m. - 4:10 p.m.

Temporally-resolved study of atmosphere-lake net CO2 
exchange in the littoral zone of Lochaber Lake, Nova  Scotia, 
Canada.

Lynsay Spafford, Undergraduate Student
Saint Francis Xavier University

4:10 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

An analysis of phosphorus loading and trophic state in Fletcher’s 
Lake, Nova Scotia.

Joanna Poltarowicz, Graduate Student
Dalhousie University
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Tilley Presentations - Sunday
Session 4 - A

9:30 a.m. - 9:50 a.m.

Temperature sensitivity of northern soils using flux-
concentration measurements and inversion analysis.

Christina Minions, Undergraduate Student,
St. Francis Xavier University

9:50 a.m. - 10:10 a.m.

Investigating the carbon sequestration capacity of trees in a 
university campus environment.

Yvonne Ritchie, Undergraduate Student
Dalhousie University

10:10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Projected changes in high temperature events over North 
America within the CORDEX simulations. 

Nesha Wright, Undergraduate Student
St. Francis Xavier University



Singer Presentations - Sunday
Session 4 - B
 

9:30 a.m. - 9:50 a.m.

Economic impacts of early intervention to suppress a SBW 
outbreak in Northern New Brunswick.

Eric Liu, Graduate Student
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton

9:50 a.m. - 10:10 a.m.

Determining threshold values for Red Spruce growth for 
monitoring productivity throughout Fundy National Park.

Anna Jamieson, Undergraduate Student
Mount Allison University

10:10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Cutovers as potential suitable bee habitats.

Jasmine Pinksen, Undergraduate Student
Memorial University, Grenfell Campus
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Tilley Presentations - Sunday
Session 4 - A

10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.

Assessment of physicochemical properties of agricultural soils 
treated with biochar, dairy manure, and inorganic nitrogen in 
Western Newfoundland.

Marli Vermooten, Undergraduate Student
Memorial University, Grenfell Campus

10:50 a.m. - 11:10 a.m

Examining tree-stem carbon flux: A study on species indicative 
to the Boreal Forest in a winter maritime climate.

 Jack Johnson, Undergraduate Student
St. Francis Xavier University

11:10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

FREE TIME



Singer Presentations - Sunday
Session 4 - B
 

10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.

Tree-specific effects of canopy passage on acidity and electrical 
conductivity of rainwater.

Emily Bennett, Undergraduate Student
Cape Breton University

10:50 a.m. - 11:10 a.m.

A history of Fundy National Park’s forest diversity: A 
comparison using charcoal and present day permanent sample 
plots.

Alexandria Power & Jacob Demers, Undergraduate Students
Mount Allison University

11:10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Regeneration constraints for eastern white pine (Pinus strobus 
L.) in western Newfoundland.

Victor Valdez, Undergraduate Student 
Memorial University, Grenfell Campus 
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Where to find us?

                     unb.ca/fredericton/forestry/sae.html

  SAE 2017 Conference @UNB Fredericton

  #SAE2017

From the Conference Organizing Chair

I also want to thank the conference organizing committee and 
team that helped bring all of the plans together, and will help 
to ensure a great experience for you all.  These events are never 
possible without a great team making sure the little and big 
things are all take care of.  

Alanah Annis
Heather Pert
Faith Bradley-Sharpe
Danielle Smith
Jill Pelkey
Carson White
Kirk Roach
Amanda Didychuk


